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Be brave if you lose and meek when you win,
Be better and prouder than you've ever been,
You get what you earn, be it little or great,
Regardiess of luck, or regardiess of fate,

Be noble and fearless fn aff that you do,

And honour this new name created by vou,
For vou are; and shall always remain,

.. THE SENECA OPTIMISTS.

Myron Melmk,
Fehruary 1976,
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THE 1977 SENECA OPTIMISTS -

The Year of Recognition

By: Phil McArthur

Looking back to the 1977 drum corps season, the
Seneca Optimists definitely had a great year. No longer
was anyone considering the corps a potential threat. The
Sencca Optimists were a reality-—-a corps to be recognized.
With increasing solidarity within the corps, the word merger
was rarely heard during 1977, The corps had undoubtfully
matured and the growing pains and successes of the '76
season had laid a foundation for the corps as it entered its
second year of existence,

The corps continued to radiate pride, professionalism
and class as it performed throughout Canada and the
United States. The tradition that the corps tried so hard
to build in 1976 was carried on during 1977 and was
adopted as a way of life, The Seneca Optimists Drum
Corps was a copy of no other. It was in fact, a corps tha
was the envy of thousands of corps people throughout
North America.

The Sencca Optimists of 1977 were continental
champions. The corps managed to win a major national
title in both Canada and the United States, In addition,
the corps firmly secured a place in the D.C.1, champion
elite for its second year,

The corps of 1977 will long be remembered, nol only
for its image of class and professionalism, but also for its
beautiful show design which included the wonderfully
imaginative parachute routine. Few corps will ever top or
even match the exciternent and entertainment value pro-
iected by this parachute sequence.

With 1976 and 1977 and all of the hardships and
rewards past, the Seneca Optimists look towards its future
with a solid past and an unrestrictive drive. The corps will
always maintain its style that it radiates. This style has
become an "aura” or feeling, it has become something
that we love, something known as the Seneca Optimists.




The Horn Line

The line has improved steadily over the last three years. | think the biggest improvement
over the '76 line was in Tone and Intonation and general consistency. In T&I, Myron's aggressive
program payed off greatly, but it was the consistency of the line which blew me away.

From Ypsilanti on, the horn staff was exhilerated by performance after performance. Each

one was audibly better than the last——the unfortunate exception to this being the Finals performance
in Denver.

With the extra year's experience under our belts, we look forward to more improvement in

the T&I caption, plus the one element missing in "77--——that ‘balls-out’ Finals performance. | can't
wait to hear it.

Peter Byrne.

Kevin Gilcart Shaun McCullough Doug May
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Celine Lacroix Stuart Bentley Brian Adam Corrie Branton Morman Blakeney



BUGLES (continued)

John Henderson Jacques Dicaire Sean Williams Penny Tudhope Greg Mathieson

Andy Coffin Harvey Cross

Sylvain Menard Sandy Douglas Wayne Dillon



BUGLES (continued)

Vic Score Drew Canning Debbie Lowe

a\

Ray Koch Bill Thomas Tom Stokland john Hext Ron Bell




BUGLES (continued)

Ray Bassett Enzo Marrella Scott Andrews

Melony Sears Bob Branch Lucy Chilco
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Sandra Konstantinou Janice Bell Gary Swariz Keith Gallacher Phil McArthur
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BUGLES (continued)
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“The drum line attained jts high
level of imaginative musical presentation
; o from the dynamic efforts of its writers,
Dave Agnew Sandy Patten Greg Wardle Sam Kays and Pat Irvine. Through these
people, and the people in the line
itself, drums were morally sound and

e’ possessed an inner pride for itself in
c rum Iﬂc association with the corps.”

Mark Lewrs.

Rodney Hoffman

Scott Cumming

A

Glenn Schofield Rick Jemmert Martin Shimski Tommy Sams Randall Wyse




DRUMS (continued)

Kevin O'Connor Mandy Reberts

Johanne Briere Rod Colligan Ron Restorff Ken McCormick
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Don McDonald Tony Lidstone Terry McCullough Mike O'Connor

Gord Petschke



DRUMS (continued)

==t
Steve Watson Peter Yaneff Dave Harkness Diane Tenaglia

The Colour Guard

Audrey Harkness Michelle North Janice Arsenault

Patsy Choc Kim Rossamel Mhairi Cumming Anne Harkness Debbie Robertson

-10-



SILKS
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Under the excellent guidance of Wendy, the guard maintained the reputation of being one of
the best in North America.

Sandy Coull.

The 1977 colour guard, what can | say? Although they began the year with a somewhat
slow start (compared to the previous year), they quickly made up for any lost time and came through,
as was expected of them, with a sparkling and more than satisfying ending. They proved to themselves
again what hard work and a strong desire can do (or maybe it was that dinner together at the
Spagetti Factory), as they continued to stay at the top of the colour guard ladder. They finished the
year with the top three guards in North America, and number one in Canada—-—-being undefeated in
their country by any other Canadian colour guard (something they have done since their inception).
The Seneca Optimists can only be proud of their guard as they continue to maintain the high standard
that has been tagged onto them since their beginning......And what about all those 10's? They deserved
every damned one of them. And what can 1978 bring?......20'!

Wendy Paquin.

RIFLES
Hhdd kR,

Along with the tears and laughter, went alot of hard work and dedication. With only eight,
Debbie produced one of the top rifle lines in the country.

Kim Rossamel.

The rifle line had a lot to prove in 1977, especially to themselves. They had been the best
line in Canada and one of the best in the States in 1976. They had to uphold that reputation as well
as surpass it. | personally feel they did just that and more. They took what talents they had and
developed them far beyond expectations. They had their bad times and sometimes I'm sure we all
thought they outweighed the good, but they really didn't. They all pulled together and worked together
for the same goals and that to me showed they all cared. | would like to thank each of them for
making 1977 a year (o remember in more ways than one. | can honestly say our rifle line made it a
fight to the finish.

Debbie Miller.

AT



GUARD (continued)

Debbie Biggs

Lynne Oram Pauline Kenny

Chris Fairbrother Janet Noseworthy Karen Bosworth Karen Martel

l

Donna Bell Linda Woods Marie Kehn Eileen MacKinnon Lynda Baillie
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GUARD (continued)

L

Kelly McHutchion Liz Watson Cynthia Parker Nancy Oram
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Cathryn Parrott Darlene Score Laura Score Cheryl Armstrong
e o |
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Kim McGrath



By: Mike Grimes, Mhairi Cumming, Sandy Coull & Colin Hedworth

After an extremely successful first year, we,
the Seneca Optimists, began preparing for the 1977
season in the fall of 1976. A large turnover of the
76 membership left many of us doubting about the
coming season and the destiny of the corps. The
remainder of 1976 proved to be difficult for those
who chose to remain.

The new year marked a turning point for us.
With ‘Symposium Five' came an astonishing sixty-
man horn line, increased membership in other sections
of the corps, and renewed hope.

As if it were magic, January turned into May.
Wayne Downey flew in from California, and brought
with him our new concert of "West Side Story”, It
was only two more weeks until drill camp.

| guess the season really began with the Victoria
Day Weekend camp (May 20-23). The corps left
Seneca College with two buses, one of which some-
how managed to get lost. When everyone finally
arrived, the weekend commenced with our now
traditional T.A.S. (Tradition, Allegiance, and Service)
Night, A brief speech was presented by one member
from each section of the corps: Diane Tenaglia
(guard); Jim Kane (drums); and Phil McArthur (horns).
This was followed by a “rap session’ during which
we discussed: attitude; the executive; performances;
appearance (hair length); class; crackers and ice
cream. T.A.S. Night was brought to a close and
with it came a touch of reality—Section Rehearsals!

The following two days consisted of sleeping,
eating, crying, laughing, practicing, and sunburn (in
stark contrast to the winter-like temperatures of the
year before).

Monday turned out to be a day unlike any
other day that drum corps has ever seen or experienced.
The Seneca Optimists Drum & Bugle Corps (with a
little help from "“Chops"), revolutionized special
effects in terms of drill design, for on this historic
day we were introduced to the parachute and its
delights. By four in the afternoon camp was over
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and (get this) we even accomplished everything we
wanted to! We now had less than two weeks to
prepare for our first contest of the season,

TORONTO - June 3rd
SemdadkaRkbkdhddbh

The ‘International’, as it has come to be called,
was sponsored by our very own booster club. The
pressure was somewhat lessened when our buddies
from the West side of town pulled out of this show,
but everyone was anxious to discover how we would
fare against Canada’s newest powerhouse, the North-
stars. The show was shaky and we excused it as a
case of first show |jitters, but blamed most of it on
our concert which we had been playing for less than
two weeks, As it was to turn out we won easily
with a2 nine point margin and we even had two points
in overtime penalties.

THE ISLAND - June 4th
kbR kR ke REE

The day after our first contest has always been
reserved for the corps’ M.0.0.G. (Most Organized
Optimist Games) Championships, and this year was
no exception. The M,0,0.G. is a tradition carried
over from the old Toronto Optimists days, but no
one seemed Lo mind.

The majority of the corps began to assemble
out on the Toronto Islands around 12:00 noon.
The weather was perfect and a good time was had
by all (those of us who could remember). The
traditional games and events were staged such as the
Egg-Throwing contest, Mooger Ball, Tug-O-War,
and Buck-Buck ()acques play buck-buck. )acques
fall down and go boom-boom). The Booster Club
arrived late in the afternoon and proceeded to cook
hamburgers and hot dogs. The last ‘Ferry-boat’ left
for the mainland at 12:45am, and with it went all
who were left on the islands,



WATERLOO - June |ith
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DRUM CORPS WORLD
June 24th issue
By: H.F, "Lefty” O'Callian
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As we indicated at the beginning this was

not a contest in the sense of the word that
requires some doubt as to the outcome. In
other words, outcome Seneca and you know
you have your winner. They cut enough from
their show to finish within the time limit,
demaonstrated to all that ‘Children's Dance’ is
as good or better than 'Farandole’, trapped a
judge in a contracting circle much to the delight
of the spectators, and in general did the type of
show one would expect from a DCIl member
corps.

ROCHESITER, N.Y. - June I8th
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Rochester was the first stop on our weekend
venture to the good ole U.S. of A. When we arrived
we found ourselves without an equipment truck, so
Myron took it upon himself to lead the entire corps
in warm-up exercises.

Shortly afterwards our beloved truck arrived to
the dismay of the corps members. Intermittent rain
sent the horns and drums for shelter numerous times,
while the colour guard braved the weather. Soon the
sun appeared and after several run-throughs we headed
for the stadium to eat.

The pressure was great in this contest, QOakies
appeared for the first time. Garfield and Squires
were also here. It turned out that we had nothing to
fear from Oaklands as we beat them by just over
twelve points. We placed right in between Garfield
and Squires, the former being very clean for so early
in the season,

After the show it was back on the buses and
off to our next destination, Waverly, N.Y. The short
two hour drive stretched into four and we arrived at
5:00am Sunday morning.

WAVERLY, N.Y. - June 19th
FREEPERER R R R R Ry

Due to the long busride of the night before, we
were allowed to sleep in until the ‘late’ hour of
9:30am. “Have bus, will travel”. Since this was not
the case we had to borrow Mellodears' buses to go
out and eat. At this time, some of the more mature
members of the corps invested in water-pistols and
pea-shooters and proceeded to stage World War 111
on the New York-Pennsylvania border.

On our return to the school we prepared our-
selves for the show and headed for the stadium. The
competition was basically the same as the night pre-
vious, with the exception of the Crossmen who re-
placed the Crusaders. We were unable to catch up
with Garfield, but managed to defeat Crossmen and
Squires by two and three points respectively, Now
it was back home to Canada.

One of the best on the continent—the rifle line at
camp in Flesherton, Ontario,

b

Silks practice the parachute drill before performance
ot Seneca College.
We were behind schedule (as usual) and arrived
back in Toronto at 3:30am Monday morning.

WLELLAND - June 25th
EE PR EE L E RS R RS LS

After a brief stop-over in Hamilton (only to be
told that the parade in which we were supposed to
appear, was cancelled due to rain), the corps headed
for Welland. Upon our arrival we proceeded to do
the ‘Rose Festival Parade’, which we won with a
score of 86.00.

Just as we began to settle into a good alterncon
of practice, the heavens opened up and spewed forth
their guts. Trying to ignore the weather, we continued
to “hype” our way through the show, By the time
concert rolled around, we had seen all the rain we
wanted to, and thusly made the quickest exit | have
ever seen a drum corps make from the field.

The horn line, being the quick thinking intelli-
gent people they are, devised the clever idea of hold-



ing sectionals on the buses. Rumour has it that the
colour guard sat in the “can” and sang dirty songs
(tsk, tsk, tsk), while Wendy went to the laudramat
to dry their jeans (only rumour of course)!

During dinner, it was reported that Don (the
map—maker ) Daber, was seen holding up a lamp
post after a cocktail party for the C.D.C.A. Shortly
afterwards, he wandered over to the school carrying
a tray of hors d'oeuvres, and began to pass them
around to anyone who happened 1o be within a
three-mile range of him.

Saoon it was "“show time' and we found our
selves in a beautiful stadinm which must have had
at least four rows of bleachers. Despite the conditions
of the field, we pulled off a good performance,
which was reflected in our score of 74.30. Children's
Dance “clicked" for the first time and we managed
to defeat Oaklands by over six points.

Don Daber-—Publicity Director of the corps!

PORT DOVER - July Ist - 3rd
EXRERLRRIERFINRERNEEEEEE

Our second camp weekend began on Dominion
Day (Canada’s 110th birthday). After doing a parade
in North York, we left bound for Port Dover (home
of Mark Lewis) with one school bus and one of the
Seneca coaches.

Keeping with the festivites of the day, we and
numerous other Ontario resident drum corps, put
on an exhibition for the people of Dover, followed
by a fireworks display.

The next morning we awoke and found that
Ventures had offered to cook breakfast for our
entire corps. This saved us alot of time by enabling
us to remain at the school instead of bussing the
corps out to eat. | think that ‘thanks’ are in order
for the Ventures' executive and kitchen staff—
"THANKS"!

Mark Lewis' parents were kind enough to plan
a party for the corps. After a hard day of practice
the corps headed over to the Lewis' home which
was located ‘just a few blocks from the school. A
good time was had by all especially Debbie Hurst,
Ken Sokoll, Norman Blakeney, Dave Woodcox, and
Karen Bosworth( ? ). "Ward! The Beaver puked

again"’.

The last day of camp was spent perfecting the
parachute. The horn line practiced with their shakos
and plumes for a good part of the afternoan. All
this was in preparation for the parachute’s debut the
following weekend in Ramsey, New |ersey.

The buses pulled out of Dover around 4:00 in
the afternoon (Bye Sue Whalley!). It was back 1o
Toronto and off to the Maynard Ferguson concert
(for those who felt up to it) at Ontario Place that
Evening.

o

Bob Duggan, director of aur crosstown rivals, the
Ogkland Crusaders, watches us perform in Welland,
Oritario.

TOUR ONE:
Day 1 - July 7th
FEFTFETEEEERXTEF

After doing the Toronto Argonaut halftime
show (during which the parachute made its first
public appearance) we returned to Seneca College.
Once we were changed, we loaded the buses and set
off on a short five-day tour of the east coast—--a
tour which was to prove more gruelling than the
three-week tour we were to experience later in the
season,

Day 2 - July 8th
e e e R

Qur first destination was Ramsey, N.]. We
arrived at the College, at which we were to stay,
early Friday morning. We had breakfast at the
school cafeteria, where the food had an uncanny
knack of growing on the plate (especially the rubber
epes).

The horn line spent most of the day working on
the parachute. The congas went on a nature hike,
while the bongos practiced in their underwear. The
colour guard received their new flags along with their
new horn ling—--~""The one", as they put it, “That
never complained about playing'’.



We put on an inspiring performance at the show
that evening. The crowd seemed stunned upon the
appearance of the parachute, but seconds later broke
out into a rousing cheer. While waiting for retreat
ceremonies, ‘‘Buffalo Bob” was approached by some
girls from Saints, who were just inquiring to see if
he spoke French! A close third behind Phantom
and Madison made it seem as though our efforts were,
at last, paying off.

Day 3 - July 9th
LEEEEE EE S L L 2

Allentown, Pa., was chosen as the site for the
season’s first big show—-DC| East. We arrived at
the stadium IN time (but not necessarily ON time)
for our prelim performance. We literally ran onto
the fietd without much of a warm-up and as a
result placed poorly (6th).

After a hot afternoon of practice, we all had
showers and then headed down to the Fairgrounds
to eat. Rumour has it that Robin had an interesting
conversation with one of the waitressess, It went
like this:

ROBIN: Excuse me?

WAITRESS: Yes?

ROBIN: Do you have any ‘Dodies’?

WAITRESS: No, I'm sorry. We’re all out.

Another uninspired performance in the ‘Finals’
left us in sixth place behind the Crossmen. Dissapp-
ointed, we boarded the buses and headed for Boston.

Day 4 - July [0th
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DRUM CORPS NEWS
July 20th issue
By: Charlie Clark
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From Toronto, Ontario, Canada came the

Seneca Optlmlsts Music in the round, can
best describe the highlight of this corps-—----a
giant circular tent-like carousel with the horn
line playing from underneath. As the circle
turned, the players emerged like spokes of a
wheel. DM Mike Williams handles the direction
of “7th Symphony”’, “Children’s Dance”, “West

Side Story”, and a medley from “Pippin”. A
score of 74.35 (0.1 pen.) placed the Optimists
in 6th place.

Day 5 - July lith
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This is the day we had been waiting for all year.
Since our first appearance here last year, the crowd
fell in love with us and we could not wait to return
and prove to them that we were back bigger and
better than ever.

We left Boston around midnight and approached
Montreal towards daybreak. At this time ‘‘Ed-the-
Bus-Driver” lost his way (but more than likely his
bearings). If it hadn’t been for Johanne giving
directions, the drummer’s bus would still be wander-
ing around Quebec.

A%

Our practice that afternoon was something else.
Word must have gone out all over Montreal that the
Seneca Optimists had finally arrived, for when we
went out to the practice field, a fairly large crowd
had assembled in the bleachers. Everytime a part of
the show met with their approval, they would respond
by yelling, “Oh Yeahhhh”'!

We went back into the school to lie down and
rest. At this time the staff rigged up the sound
system so that we could listen to Shirley Whitcomb's
tape of Allentown. She screamed so loud at the
appearance of the parachute, she almost deafened
everyone listening to the tape.

Our show that evening was our best of the
season, thus far. The crowd responded enthusiasti-
cally. We even heard a few “Oh Yeahhhs” during
the performance. Retreat found us in third place,
hot on the heels of Madison and Phantom.

A definite strong point in the corps—the colour guard
finished among the top three in North America for
their second consecutive year!

TORONTO - July I5th
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After an absence of almost three years, DCI
competition returned to our great city. Seneca
College, in conjunction with their tenth anniversary,
aponsored this show.

It rained for a good part of the afternoon (what
else is new ?), but stopped in time for the show.
We put on a very commendable hometown perform-
ance. The guard tied Phantom with a nine, and
you-know-who, made another of her (now famous)
fumbles. Another close third--—we would have to
wait almost two and a half weeks before we met up
with our major competition again,



OTTAWA - July 23rd
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While waiting to leave for the Provincial
Championships in Ottawa, many of us were aston-
ished to see six coaches pull into the College parking
lot, After straightening everything out with the bus
companies, we set out in search of our first major
title.

We appeared second last-———just before the
Crusaders. Despite our concert almost falling apart
we won the Provincial title with a five point spread.
The high stands enabled the spectators to get a good
glimpse of our unique M&M show.

KINGSTON - July 24th
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DRUM CORPS NEWS
August |7th issue
By: Robert ]. Peters
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Toronto Seneca Optimists maintained their

spread over the Crusaders as they turned on
the fans with their usual high class show for a
clean win with a score of 82.00. Opti took
home the trophies for best marching and
maneuvering, best horn line, best colour guard,
and best drum major.

DM Mike Williams, leads the corps through
‘7th Symphony' in Kingston, Ontario.

NOTE GIVEN TO AL TIERNEY ON THE WAY
HOME FROM KINGSTON, ONTARIO...

““We agree not to dick-ass around and waste
time, if you will stop and alfow us to eat before
we get home., "

Our winning performance at the Provincial Championships

in Ottawa.
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. Drum Solo at Ontario Championships, Ottawa, Ont.



THE PARACHUTE

Gary told me he had always been frustrated
with wanting to do something for the Seneca
Optimists——something that would become their own
identification.

The parachute concept began back in 1971 when
he designed the "Alice In Wonderland” show for the
Madison Scouts. He had always been fascinated
working with clothing and cloth and the result of
this fascination was the costuming for the ‘Rabbit’
and ‘Pinocchio’.

The 1971 show was long before Bayonne took
their approach to show design onto the competition
field, but Gary was somewhat limited by the rules
at this time, and could not go the step Turther that
he wanted to.

He attended the production of “Hair"”. A
large cloth structure was used during the performance
and Gary was surprised at how easily it was moved
aboul on stage. He also attended the stage play of
“The Wiz" and was captivated by the use of cloth
during the ‘Tornado’ sequence.

While working on fund-raising for his company,
Gary happened to go to one of the local elementary
schools. The man with whom he had an appointment
was not immediately available, so Gary Tound himsell
passing by the gymnasium. Inside he saw the
students exercising with a parachute and co-ordinal-
ing their movements to music. After talking with
their teacher he discovered that this type of exercise
was common in many schools because it was a
method that the kids liked and they were entertained
by it.

By this time, he was sold on the parachute idea.
He began to formulate an idea for the closer——an
idea that would be effective and at the same time
give the corps an identity.

When he explained it to the staff, they could
only laugh and humour him, but this did not deter
Gary in his plans, He approached some of the

theatre groups in Chicago and explained his concept
to them. They provided him with the necessary
information needed to work with the parachute.

The first problem he encountered was finding
a company to produce the parachute to the specifi-
cations he wanted. After approaching several
companies in the States, he was lucky to find one
in Ontario that would do this. When Gary asked 1o
get something done, Wendy Byrne was the anly
person who gave him any co-operation. She alone
went out and located the company and provided the
corps with a parachute to practice with.

Gary wanted to wait until mid-season before actu-
ally putting the parachute onto the competition
field. He wanted to make sure the drill was blocked
out the way he wanted it, the people trained in
working with the ‘tarp’, and the individuals blocked
out timing-wise. By the time our second drill camp
rolled around, everything was just about ready.

by Gary Czapinski
as told to

o0® Mike Grimes.

Port Dover was selected for the camp because
of the heavy wind conditions. After all if the rifles
could handle the parachute under the worse possible
conditions, they could handle it anywhere,

Gary told me that the parachute was hailed as
“The most sophisticated gimmick—non-gimmick” in
the business, mainly because it fit so well with the
particular program. [t is feedback like this that
assures Gary he has done what he sct out to do. He
has created an identity for the Seneca Optimists,

Next year he intends to use several parachutes,
intermixing and co-ordinating them into a program,
which as he puts it, “Will knock people out™. If you
liked one parachute last season, wait until you see
SEVEN in the coming season!

REMOVE STAPLE TO OPEN PAGE- ﬂ
for a "Cartoonist’s View" of the parachute’
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25 Selborne Chase,
Fairport, N.Y., 14450,
October 13, 1977,

Dear Sirs:

During the past year, | had the pleasure of watching the Seneca Optimists
perform three times and | must say | consider them to be a truly outstanding corps. |
am relatively new to drum corps, but | must say the more | see them the more | love
them. | really could not tell you how much | enjoyed the professionalism of all the
D.C.1. corps | saw in competition in 1977. However the Seneca Optimists really turned
me on from the first time | saw them perform in Rochester, N.Y., early in the season.

Thank you for your time and be assured your corps is providing many a
thrill to a lot of drum corps fans both old and new. Best of luck in '78.

Bob Bennett.

ndos Drum Corps,

?;:'; £ xecutive,
August 13, 1977.

ecutive,
Dear Al Tierney: pership zl'ﬂi “:rsluﬁ Eéhim'nmip
On bgh:'lfop :n‘?sﬁ on winning ithe £ drum corps mn ble
g e 3ot OPMEE T T o ampe o S
Seneca UP timists ha ou have made v to drum
compelititits

_and future



CAMALDA

PRIME MINISTER- PREMIER MINISTRE

Ottawa ElA 0A2,
October 24, 1977.

Dear Mr. Tierney:

Mr. Jack Roberts, Executive Director of The
Drum Corps Association has informed me that you and
The Seneca Optimists have won in Class A in the 1977
Canadian National Drum and Bugle Corps Contest.
Please accept my sincere congratulations.

I know that you and the musicians have
worked very hard to achieve this victory. You all
must be very proud of your accomplishments in both the
Canadian competition and in the Drum Corps
International Championship in Denver. I hope that you
will continue to have every success in your
endeavours.

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. A. Tierney, ¢
Director,
The Seneca Optimists,
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Rehearing the Parachute ot Keeting.

“Talent Night" during the rainstorm in Marion, Ohfo,
Corps members takeoff on the porachute drill,
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View from the ground
aft the Kingston Contes),




SIMCOE - August 1st
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We won this one with a very comfortable, six
point cushion. Seneca Optimists—-82.30.

NORTH TONAWANDA, N.Y. - August Ist
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We arrived in N.T., just in time to find out
we were late and also the first corps on. To top
off the confusion, the equipment truck still hadn't
arrived, and they were holding the show for us.
About an hour after we were supposed to appear,
we approached the field.,

During retreat we took our place beside
Avante Garde (Uh! ) and won the N.T. Open with
a score identical to that of the afternoon show in
Simcoe,

Debbie Miller & Company at Kealing.

TOUR TWO:
Day 1 - Wednesday, August 3rd
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MNoon hour found us down at good ole Keal-
ing Field for an afterncon of practice. A minor
complication with the equipment truck delayed its
arrival, so Chops took advantage of this mishap to
talk to us about touring and what we should strive
for.

Soon after the truck arrived. The rehearsal
proceeded, concluded, and the corps dispersed for
a few hours—giving us time 10 make last minute
preparations,

We reassembled at Seneca College, boarded
the buses and set out for Ypsilanti, Michigan. The
1977 DCI Tour was underway!

Day 2 - Thursday, August 4th
D.C.1. North (Ypsilanti)
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“Everybody Up" rolled around at 7:00am.
There was an element of excitement in the air, as
we all knew today was to be the grand opening of
“"Konstantinou’s Kafe'’. 1t wasn't bad, but then
you can't go wrong with fresh fruit, cereal and
toast.

Konstaentinou’s Kafe..,Captured forever on fifm.

After a terrible morning of practice, we head-
ed for the stadium and DCI North prelims, Al-
though our performance was a good one, tolerance
was low and this accounted for our 77.30.

Qur show at finals proved to be our best thus
far. Although our score moved up another two
points, the standings remained the same.

After the show, we were caught in a fierce
thunderstorm. It was short-lived, and soon the
streets of Ypsilanti were dotted with corps’ people
enjoying the local night life.

Day 3 - Friday, August 5th
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During breakfast we were blessed with a
literary composition:
"Without Drill Instructors there would be
no drum corps,
And without drum corps you wouldn’t
be here eating this slop,
GOD DAMN DRILL INSTRUCTORS!II”
Gary Czapinski.
Soon after we found ourselves bound for the
internationally famous *U.S. Open Championships’.

Day 4 - Saturday, August 6th
U.S. Open (Marion)
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We headed for the stadium early, as we were
scheduled to appear at |1:19am. Everyone was



excited at the possibility of becoming the first
Canadian unit to win the title and it showed in our
performance. After receiving our score of 81.95,
we returned to the school to await the final results
of prelims.

When all of the scores had come in, we were
on top by one half of a tenth! We were just ahead
of the Crossmen——the corps we knew we had to
beat,

The practice that afternoon was the kind that
championship corps are made of. Everyone wanted
that title—-—and desperately!

That evening while warming up for the show,
the worst possible thing that could have happened,
happened. RAIN. We made our way into the
gymnasium and began the long, long wait for our
chance to perform. As it turned out, this was to
be one of the most memorable and happiest nights
in the history of the corps.

It seems that our corps has been blessed with
the wackiest of the wackiest! A few of our more
imaginative and talented members performed the
unforgettable parachute drill using a mat and a

knapsack. Credit must be given where credit is due.

Wayne Dillon, Mike Collins, Bill Thomas and Dave
MacKinnon, not only Initiated our minature "Talent
Night', but were also the highlight of it.

The rain ceased around 10:30pm and we head-
ed over to the stadium. With five corps left to go
on, the rain started again, this time coming down
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Edison Middle School, Marfon Ohia.

heavier than ever. Meetings were held between
executives, sponsors, and judges, on whether to
cancel the show and use the prelim results or to
wait out the rain...the show went on,

At 1:45am Sunday morning we finally reached
the starting line. The show was fantastic and the
rain even held up while we were on! Everyone was
very tense after the performance, but the Drum
Major retreat helped ease the tension somewhat.

“And in second place with a score of 84.85..."
(the seconds seemed like hours) “...the...Crossmen!”
The corps went hysterical. “And in first place with
a score of 85.05, the Seneca Optimists!" And so
the “Eagle” was brought to roost in Canada for the
first time in the history of the event. Soon another
item of good news was brought to our attention--—
the Cardinals of Precious Blood (also from Toronto)
had won the Class ‘A’ Championship. It was a
great day all-round for the Canadian drum corps
movement.

Day § - Sunday, August 7th
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We left Marion early and headed for Alton,
lllinois, stopping just once in Indianapolis for
lunch, Passing by the St. Louis skyline and then
heading north, we soon found ourselves in the heart
of downtown Alton. We quickly settled into our
school and headed out to eat.

During dinner we were greeted with a monst-
erous thunderstorm, We were soon informed of the
tornado warnings posted for the city,

(TOP LEFT) Marion, Ohio, Talent Night... Featuring
Barry Waods, Wendy and friends. (BOTTOM LEFT)
Talent Night...Starring Mark Decloux!
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Day 6 - Monday, August 8th
Youth On The March [Alton)
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“Everybody Up" occurred at 12:00 noon.
Most of the members were up at ten and could be
found over at the laundromat. Oh yes! Whoever
has my shorts could you please return them?

After a short afternoon rehearsal, we headed
down to the stadium. We performed very unsatis-
factorily and wound up in third place, just .45
ahead of Kilts, After the show we found one of
Kilts" now famous stickers, plastered on our truck.
We would like to say to the Kilts that, "WE NEVER
LEFT!"

v A

Phil MeArthur lving down on the jobiAlron, Winois,)

Day 7 - Tuesday, August 9th
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Goodbye Alton! Goodbye llinois!

Some of the more spectacular sights on the
way to Witchita, Kansas, were the Mississippi and
Missouri Rivers. An added bonus was a glimpse of
the awesome Kansas City Rovyals' stadium.

Crossing the Great Mississippl,

We arrived at our home base ——the local Salvat-
ion Army Camp—-—late in the evening. We attempt-
ed to rehearse for awhile until darkness, the sheriff,
an angry housewife, and numerous phone calls
Torced us to retire for the evening.

Day 8 - Wednesday, August 10th

Drums Across The Plains (Witchita)
T

Everyone will recall this day as being the hot-
test and most humid day of tour. This made pract-
ice difficult. The field also hindered our practice
somewhat. The problem with the field was, it
WASN'T! We attempted to perform our show
marching up and down hills, around trees, through
potholes, and through two feet of grass.

Our discomforts were rewarded that evening
with another spectacular performance. The staff
was convinced we had finally beaten 27th, but
thanks to the 'worthy’ judging of a certain M&M
man, this was not to be--—-—third again.

Of course the day would not have been comp-
lete without our daily proportion of rain. Retreat
was called off, much to the delight of everyone,
except the Drum Majors.

Once back at the camp, a change in plans
found us enroute to Denver, Colorado, that night!

Day 9 - Thursday, August 11th
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The day began on the bus still enroute Lo
Denver. A gradual rise in zltitude, indicated our
approach to one of the world’s greatest mountain
ranges. Soon Denver itself appeared and we stopped
for breakfast. As we stepped off the buses, we
could notice a contrast in temperature to that of the
day before-—-—a cool 50 degrees F.

Rumour has it, that the city of Denver has
erected a plague at one of its shopping centres,
where a famous theft took place on this day. It
reads as follows:

“Here on this historic day of Thursday,
August 11, 1977, Klepstone klept.”




We settled into our school in Sheridan, Color-
ado (a suburb of Denver). We found an excellent
rehearsal Tacility down the road, at the Fort Logan
Mental Health Centre. We were visited by some of
the staff and inmates of this institution during pract-
ices. All seemed quite pleased and enthusiastic, in
their own ways——the corps, no doubt, a rare
spectacle in that neck of the woods,

Day 10 - Friday, August |2th
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PRACTICE, PRACTICE, and more PRACTICE!

Day 11 - Saturday, August 13th
Drums Along The Rockies (Glenwood Springs)
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We rose early, ate and then headed west to
Glenwood Springs. Although it is only a distance
of one hundred and eighty-five miles, it took us
almaost five hours to reach our destination. This
was, most definitely, the most exciting and colourful
segment of the entire tour,

As we approached the ‘Rockies’, we soon
realized, that what we had thought to be the mount-
ains, were in actual fact, just the foothills, The ever
ascending highway, gave us an awesome view of the
majestic mountains,

We passed through the colourful town of
Glenwood Springs and continued south to the coal-
mining village of Carbondale, which is situated at
the base of massive Mt. Sopris. We practiced and
readied ourselves for the show.

Our performance that evening was a good one
and we placed four points behind the Santa Clara
Vanguard, considered to be one of the major conten-
ders for the DCI Crown, the following weekend in
Denver.

Day 12 - Sunday, August 14th
Drums Along The Rockies (Greeley)
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We got up extremely early so that we could
take advantage of free passes to the Hot Springs,
that were given to us by the contest sponsor. The
water was a warm one hundred and four degrees.

Once on the buses, we headed through the
mountains towards Denver. We stopped for break
fast in Glenwood Canyon beside the Colorado
River. The majority of the members, immediately
embarked on a mountain climbing spree, until Chops
bellowed at them to come back down.

After eating and collecting rock samples to show
to the folks back home, we set out once again. One
of our buses stopped to pick up some members of
the Boston Northstar, whose bus had broken down,

We reached Denver and continued to go east,
until we hit the town of Greeley, Colorado.

Another good performance, but we still were
not able to close the gap on 27th. We returned to
Denver knowing that there was only one more show
before DCI prelims!




Rock face in Glenwood Canyon.

Day 13 - Monday, August I5th
Drums Along The Rockies (Pueblo)
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Our destination was Pueblo, Colorado--—-one
hundred and fifteen miles to the south. This was
to be our last chance to defeat some of our major
competition before DCI prelims.

We blew it. We were even defeated by the
Kilts, for the first time. |f we were going to better
our placing in DCI, we would have to work extrem-
ely hard. There were still two corps that we hadn’t
even seen, never mind beat, namely the Blue Stars
and the Cavaliers.

Day 14 - Tuesday, August 16th
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DAY OFF!

Day 15 - Wednesday, August 17th
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The day was devoted entirely to practice, in
preparation for the upcoming DCI prelims.

Day 16 - Thursday, August I8th
DCI Prelims (Boulder)
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We arrived in Boulder about an hour and a
half before we were scheduled to perform. We
warmed-up at a nearby park and then headed over
to the stadium. Here ‘good-lucks’ were exchanged
and we began to prepare ourselves mentally for the
show.

We were the first corps to appear in the DCI
block, and to many of us it brought back memories

of all the ‘first-ons’ we experienced during our
first year of existence. We stepped off the line at
12:49pm, into our best show of the season. The
crowd responded enthusiastically and our chances
of placing well in prelims looked good--—--too good.
When our score was announced sometime later,
we were on top of all others thus far. As the after-
noon wore on and other scores came in, our premier
position was lost to others and the final tally saw
the corps end up in ninth place-----a much lower
standing than we had anticipated.

Day 17 - Friday, August I19th
DCI Finals (Denver)
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It was hard to believe that all the work we had
put in during the past year was oriented towards
this one single contest. But nevertheless it was true
and thusly here we were.

The excitement within the corps grew as we
moved along in the ‘power-block’ towards the entry-
gate. As we stood, waiting for the nod to enter into
the stadium, one could feel the closeness within the
corps. There was very little said as we stood there,
knowing the significance of the task we were about
to perform.

The nod was given by the gate-keeper to
advance over to the starting line and the excitement
within the corps climaxed at the sight of the thirty-
thousand plus crowd.

We took the starting line. The mark-time was
given and the gun sounded. Because DCI Finals is
the only chance to perform in front of a drum corps
crowd of this magnitude, the physical response was
much different from that of any other crowd we
had performed for, prior to Finals. Upon the appear-
ance of the parachute, they were immediately whip-
ped into a frenzy that can best be described as
thunderous.

Northstars cheer us at DCI Finals,



Qokland Crusaders & the Canadian Ensign at DC/ Finals...

It seemed that the show was over, just as soon
as it had begun and the emotions evoked by the
corps at this time appeared to be mixed. No one
could honestly say how we had done. The only
thing left to do, was watch the other eight
corps perform, and await the final results.

Retreat that evening, was the most disgusting
and disorganized thing | have ever seen in my life.
There we stood, squashed between Cavies on one
side, Crossmen on the other, and feeling more tense
than most of us had ever felt in our entire lives.

The corps was announced as being tied with
the Capital Freelancers for eighth position. Our
immediate reaction, was one of extreme disappoint-
ment—-most likely because we did not attain the
goals we had set out to, at the beginning of the year.

We later decided that placing eighth———eighth
in the world———was no mean feat. The hardships,
the aches, the pains, and most of all, the good times,
had bought us the recognition of being one of the
top Drum & Bugle Corps in the entire world—-—--an
accomplishment that very few corps ever achieve
and something that we should be extremely proud
af, Just remember the old saying:

“It is not whether you win or lose,
But how you play the game!”

Day I8 - Saturday, August 20th
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Mow that the competition part of the tour
wis over, we headed for a more familiar destination
------ the land of jce and snow.

Owr first stop was Lincoln, Nebraska-———five
hundred miles to the east. We arrived late (par for

Exhausted after DC! Finals, Norman gets his Beouty Sleep.

the corps!!), missed a scheduled appearance at the
State Capitol, and were given the rest of the even-
ing off to do whatever our little hearts desired.
Even though we had the night off, we had to hit
the hay at midnight so we could be awake early for
the bus ride the next day and not miss any of that
corn!!!

L - dl. .

Bill Thomas (left) and Mike Collins in Lincoln,
Nebrasha,



Day 19 - Sunday, August 21st
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Our last stop before home was Milwaukee,

Wisconsin. We were supposed to arrive at 7:30pm.
To uphold our tradition this late in tour, we could-
n't arrive any earlier than 9:30pm, so we did just
that and arrived at [0;:30pm——-—-thereby missing our
scheduled exhibition at the Wisconsin State Fair.

LAST DAY - Monday, August 22nd
e R e e e R e Tt

THANK GOD! We were on the last leg of our
journey. The guard bus made a mad dash for home,
followed closely by the drum bus. The horn bus,
content to take their time, stopped at a MacDaonald's
in Michigan and staged the 1977 DCI Pennyships in
the parking lot.

Certain pennies were disqualified from further
competition, after being classified as overage (i.e.
minted before 1956).

Arriving In the wee hours of the morning,
barely able to stay awake, it was a sight for sore
eyes when the silhouette of the C. M. Tower came
into view,

fer the bus driver.

Retreat at CDCA Nationals in Scarborough.

SCARBOROUGH - August 27th

Canadian MNationals
B s

We were given Tuesday and Wednesday off,
following our long, gruelling tour of the western
United States. Thursday and Friday night practices
that week were extremely hard to get into, and as
a result both practices were extremely poor,
Canadian Nationals seemed to be such a minor
contest, after all we had been through in the past
three weeks,

Saturday mornipg, it was as if a gust of wind
had swooped down and turned the corps’ heads
around. Attendance at practice was one-hundred
percent and spirits were running high.

As we waited outside the stadium, a nervous
energy began to run through the corps. This was
to be our last chance to perform our show, and we
were going to make it a good one.

Well, we performed that show like it had
never been performed before-——maybe it was
because, “The Shadow Was With Us!"

After all the corps had assembled back on the
field for ‘Retreat’, that typical nervousness that is
evident at any contest, be it big or small, was
present within the ranks of the Seneca Optimists.

Well, to make a long story short, we won the
Canadian National Championship. We didn’t yell
and scream., We didn't jump up and down, We
didn't even throw our shakas up in the air. What
we did do was stand there, as stiff and erect as any
military unit could, and pouared forth all the pride
and professionalism we could muster up. In actual
fact, we were doing just what Myron Melnyk had
wrote in ‘“YEARBOOK '76,

“And hopour this new name created by you.
For you are; and shall always remain, the ...
SENECA OPTIMISTS.
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Lamport, TORONTO B4.85
WATERLOO, Ont. .15
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 67.95
WAVERLEY, N.Y. 68.10
WELLAND, Ont. 7430
RAMSEY, N.J. 7540
ALLENTOWN / Prelims 71.45
ALLENTOWN / Finals  74.40
BOSTON, Mass. 74.36
MONTREAL, Quebec 78.10

TORONTO, Ont. 78.50
OTTAWA, Ont. 81.75
KINGSTON, Ont. 8230
SIMCOE, Ont. 8230
N. TONAWANDA, N.Y. 8285

YPSILANTI, Mich./Prelims77.30

YPSILANTI, / Finals 79.30
MARION, Ohio / Prelims 81.96
MARION / Finals B5.06
ALTON, lllinois 79.20
WICHITA, Kansas 78.75
GLENWOOD SPRINGS 8365
GREELY, Colorado B3.20
PUEBLD, Colorada B2.60

BOULDER, / DCI Prelims BS.00

DENVER / DCI Finals

82.40

Scarborough [ NATIONALS B5.80
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“LOOKING
BACK,

I REMEMBER”’

..the feeling that | got when we drove past Mile
High Stadium and saw the huge wall of people,

...the.sight of Oaklands and Northstars waving the
two Canadian flags at D.C.l.'s.

..the crowd at Montreal,

..that | don't remember the party after U.S. Open.

..the torpade in Alton.

...climbing the mountain in Glenwood Canvon.
.. Everybody up!"

...the last forty kilometers coming back from tour.
...Peter Byrne's boxer shorts.

..the rain in Marion,

...the laughter and the tears.

..our win in Marion,

...the eagle.

..D.C.I. judging being occasionally normal.

...the pride and the class.

...the parachute's debut.

...having the only Canadian flag at D.C.I. Finals,
...the organization and discipline on tour——some
things never change.

...the food on tour,

...winning Canadian Nationals.

...the thoughts of the parachute not opening in the
show,

..the island.

...MacDonald's, Burger King, Burger Chef, Denny's
K.F.C., Pizza Hut, Wendy’s, and Konstantinou's
Kafe.

r

...the inside of the bus.
...the disappointment when our placing was announ-

ced at D.C.1. Finals.

...the thunderous sound of the crowd at D.C.I.

Finals when the parachute opened.

...Daklands not beating us all year.

..the party after D.C.|. Finals,

...the many new friends we all made.

...meeting old acquaintances.

...changes and more changes.

...Chops and his many wise words of wisdom.
...this year as being my best spent in drum corps.
...all the very special people in the corps.
...Buffalo Bob's haircut in Allentown,

...the hot springs.

..an unamed contra player pulling off a certain

personnel lady's hair-piece.

...the day off in Denver.

..the great Toronto rain cloud.

..sore knees and a sore back.

...practicing a new ‘present’ for two hours (just for

retreat) and then end up doing the old one.

..someone saying, “The Yearbook will be out in

October."

...4 safety pin making its grand appearance (as it

stuck me) in the final chord of "West Side'!

.seeing Denver and thinking, "There's gold in them

thar hills!™

..the long, hard work during the summer that
everybody put in.

...the hard work and increasingly bitchy people.
...the trip home from Maontreal.

..our placement at Pueblo.

...carrying all my luggage up the stairs in Montreal.

-34-




CORPS CAMERA

STAFF PHOTOS
COMMENTARY BY:
JIM KANE &

MIKE GRIMES

“If you guys thought the Marion Eogle was big...
THIS is what we get for first place in Lincoln, Nebraska, "

. o you think we should for the baltoons out now

“Mark time 4, go out 16, mark time 8 Turn left,.”

: A _.'- > " 1;] z
“Chops said that if | fust stoad here and smiled for a while,
came ice men [n white fackets from that haospital over there
35- would come and take me for o ride in their truck.”



CORPS CAMERA (continued)

the box! Horns up 12 the
to

- AM: “Horns Up °" ©
Ef::fHums up to the-.

“And then this drum corps comes fn, see...ond kicks my
wife out of her seal, yvo know... amd then they.."

“And afl he had to do was ask me to move... he didn't have
to hit me with the damn corps truck. ™

“She thinks she's so smart. "

F .’rwi"“'»ﬂ&@?
(Ps!
s a plane.. il 's LH 2o

o
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DRUM CORPS WORLD
July 22nd issue
"QUEBEC INVITATIONAL By: Grant Weller
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July 11th--Montreal

After the poor showing of the Oakland
Crusaders, many were wondering what was in store
when Quebec’s second favourite corps, the Seneca
Optimists, took to the field. Well, as soon as
Seneca started off with Mahler’s 7th Symphony
everyone knew that they were back stronger than
ever. As their show progressed the crowd got more
and more excited. Concert of West Side Story was
being compared to Madison’s version after the show,
some liked Seneca’s better! Everybody loved the
contracting star burst with the parachute being put

DRUM CORPS WORLD
July 22nd issue
DYNAMICS INVITATIONAL By: Charles Fanz
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July 8th---Ramsey, N.].

Over the years, | have seen a lot of changes
and different things take place on the field. How-
ever, | never thought | would see a corps play
under a flag. Seneca Optimists--—-you have a
beautiful visual show! The corps has good field
coverage, a powerful horn line, and a fancy drum
section.

DRUM CORPS WORLD
July 29th issue
DCI EAST By: Frank McGhee & Mike Boyle
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July 9th—-Allentown, Pa.

Certainly one of the most enjoyable corps in
the show tonight were the Seneca Optimists from
Ontario, Canada. We just don’t get to see enough
of this corps. An interesting blend of the tradition-
al, contemporary and progressive, in uniform, music

over the crouching horn line. Show was full of
general effects which the crowd just loved! So
much so that Seneca was given a standing ovation
at the end of their performance. It must be noted
that Seneca ended up second in overall general
effect, a close third in M&M, and third in ex. horns.

and drill design respectively. They have retained
essentially the same format for presentation of
their program, a good solid musical ensemble, and
an outstanding drill. Gary Czapinski has once
again done an exceptional job in designing and co-
ordinating the Optimists’ program. Marie Grana
does the CG work, and has got to be one of the
finest instructors in the country. The drill program
always gives the observer something to look at.
The show has constant, flowing movement and the
total picture is so......visually aesthetic. One may
get the impression from the tone of the last state-
ment, that the musical ensemble is being left out.
Quite the contrary. They are presented properly
and effectively, they are just overshadowed by the
totality of the drill design. We had to question
their placing sixth in tonight’s show. Given the re-
cap of the show, we were quick to ascertain the
reason. A relatively poor drum job in comparison
with the top five corps had hurt them greatly. We
look forward to seeing them again, as often as
possible, and if you haven’t as yet, do so.



DRUM CORPS WORLD
August 20th issue
DCI CHAMPIONSHIPS
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August 19th—Denver, Colorado

The Seneca Optimists, in only their second
year of existence, moved up three places at DCI
Finals with their 82.40). Canada's only representa-
tive in the top twelve this year made thousands of
toe-tapping friends with arrangements of Mahler's
Tith Symphony, West Side Story and other not-so-
familiar, but stirring tunes. Watch the Optimists
next year folks. |t looks like they're another corps
with great ambition.

DRUM CORPS WORLD
August 20th issue
DRUMS ALONG THE ROCKIES By: Steve Fain
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August [4th—Greeley, Colorado

Where Cakland had me charging from the
emotional pitch of their performance, Seneca had
me hyped from both their show design and tonight's
performance. They weren't far into their perform-
ance when | started thinking in terms of “monster
corps’’. There is no question of how far they have
come this year; | thought they had won tonight's
contest.

Seneca’s horn line is one of the strongest on
the continent. Tonight they were clean at the
same time that they were charging. Throughout the
show it was as though the horns were biting off
chunks of atmosphere, and assaulting the spectators
by force.

The three point difference between Seneca's
83.20 third place score and Madison's winning 86.40
is accounted for by their point and a half deficit in
execution drums and a point and a half in bugle
execution. Those deficits are not perceivable 1o the
spectator, however. Seneca will make DCI finals
and should be vying for the top six. However,
while they are competitive in all captions, they will
probably find themselves biding for a spot in the
top eight. None-the-less, theirs is one show to be
seen in 77,

DRUM CORPS NEWS
July 6th issue

GREECE CADETS' SHOW By: Bob Mannhardt
s ool e s ok o o o o oo o e

June |18th-——Rochester, N.Y.

Immediately following the Crusaders on the
field were their Canadian arch rivals, the Seneca
Optimists. The most titled corps in Canada, 12
times Mational champions, Opti showed much more
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polish with a powerful show. They have a big 57
man horn line, with a featured 12 man lead line
that really wails, right up at the near sideline. The
27 man percussion section has 3 clusters of triple
conga drums, which replace the customary triples.
Music is a mix of light classical and Broadway show
Lunes.

DRUM CORPS NEWS
August 31st issue

U.S. OPEN By: H. Worth Ake
L s L T PR PR

August 6th-—Marion, Ohio

Toronta Seneca Optimists and the Pa. Cross-
men fought a tight duel for the U.S, Open top
crown at Marion, Ohio August 6th, but at the end
of the sheet it was .3 too much penalty that beat
the Crossmen and won the day for the fine Canad-
ian corps.

DRUM CORPS NEWS
September I4th issue
T.V. VIEW OF DCI'S By: Robert ). Peters
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August |9th-—Denver, Colorado

Canada’s representatives in the night finals
were the Seneca Optimists. Opti started getting
ready Tor this show in September of last year,
just kept building momentum every week and it
climaxed where it should, at the DC| finals. | have
never seen Optimists perform better. |t was a
powerful show that came over the tube beautifully.
| wonder if the judges were watching this show on
television, would it change their opinion slightly?

I'hey



To conclude a very successful second season,
the corps banquet was held Saturday, November 19,
1977, at Seneca College. In keeping with tradition,
the evening's festivities started about forty-five
minutes late!

On with the show!!! OQur M.C. for the evening
was Mr. Rex Martin, President of the Booster Club,
Greatly missed this year, was Mr, Gord Robinson.
Gord has been the M.C. for the corps as far back as
the old Toronto Optimists’ days. Upon the introd-
uction of the head table, grace, and a toast to the
Queen (or was it Rick Brown?), the roast beel
dinner prepared by the Booster Club was quickly
consumed.

The guest speaker for the evening was good
ole "Uncle AI'"' (Tierney). This was to be Al's final
say as Corps Director, since he was stepping down
to the position of D.C.l. representative so he could

The 21 vear olds pose
for the camera with
“Uncle Al",

Mr., Parachute himself talies
to the corps about the past
season and plans for the
upcoming ‘78 season, Look
out...!

spend more time concentrating his efforts on his
job as President of the ODCA/CDCA. He talked
about what he felt was important to be a first class
drum corps, and our efforts to establish ourselves as
a first class unit. Brave, meek, better, prouder,
noble, fearless, character, honour, and Seneca Opti-
mists are some of the words he chose to describe
the corps. Upon the completion of his speech, Al
was presented with a picture of himself taken at
the 1977 Canadian MNationals, in appreciation for
his hard work over the past two years.

Next on the agenda was “Special Presentations”.
During this segment of the banguet, numerous
trophies, plagues, and other such momentos were
presented to various people for various reasons.

Now it was time Tor the 1977 G.C.C. Awards,
This was the moment many people had been looking
forward to, especially since these awards went over



so big last year with the corps. For many others

they were dreading this moment, mainly because

they might have guessed they were up for one of
these highly embarassing awards. The G.C.C. (Gold

Capsule Comments) Awards, are presented to staff

and members who perform ridiculous and often

outlandish stunts over the course of the year. The
nominees and winners are as follows:

Biggest Boobs In The Drum Line Award:
Nominees - Johanne Briere, Mandy Roberts
Winner - Ron Restorff (alias Buffalo Bob)

G.C.C. Coverboy Award:

Winner - Roy Feuerherdt

Mouths That Roared Award:

Winners - The Petschke Brothers (Gord & Brian)

Tongue-in-cheek & Half-way Down Your Throat:
Winners - Debbie Hurst & Dave Woodcox

Short Shorts Winner:

Nominees - Darlene Score, Audrey Harkness,
Karen Bosworth, Wanda Roberts,
Kim McGrath, Mancy Oram, Pauline
Kenny, Diane Tenaglia

Winner - Peter Byrne

Most Gullible Person of the Year Award:
Nominees - Michelle North, Rodney Hoffman
Winner - Scott Cumming

Timex Award:

Winner: Tony Lidstone

Chunk King Award:

Nominees - Craig Hall, Janet Noseworthy
Winner - Keith Gallacher

Miss Butterfingers Award:

Nominees - Donna Bell, Audrey Harkness
Winner - Donna Bell

Torn Between Two Lovers Award:
Nominees - Lucy Chilco, Bruce Thomas
Winner - Eileen MacKinnon

Following the G.C.C. Awards, the instructors
proceeded to give the 1977 Membership Certificates
and DCI Championship Medallions to their respect-
ive sections.

The next presentations were some of the most
prestigious awards a member of the Seneca Optimists
could ever receive, They were as follows:

1977 Guard of the Year - Debbie Biggs
1977 Drummer of the Year - Tommy 5ams
1977 Bugler of the Year - Enzo Marrella
1977 Corpsman of the Year - Mike Williams

With these presentations the ‘Awards’ portion
of the banquet was brought to a close, and the
Disco Centre was opened for the 1977 Seneca
Optimists to enjoy themselves as a whole for the
last time.

Corps Director Al Tierney poses with himself after his
final speech to the corps as C. 1,

George Nasello, last vear's winner, presents DM Mike
Williams, with the ‘1977 Corpsman of the Year' award.




THE LAST WORD-

If these paragraphs read like a salute to one member of
the Seneca Optimists, in particular— it's intended that way.
I take this page to commend the hard work and total
dedication of Mike Grimes in this, his first year as Editor
of GCC and the extension of that publication, this
Yearbook.

Just a few short years ago Mike joined the small staff of
GCC as a 'Rookie’. He arrived with one outstanding asset—
he was a fast and accurate typest. A few months later he
expanded his horizon and decided to write and type his
own stories. At the beginning they weren’t that good but
we used them anyway. Needless to say, he's improved
since then.

After the success of Yearbook '76, Mike and his staff
were determined to enhance the '77 edition almost to the
same degree that the corps had improved over the year.
And, they decided they would publish the book on
their own, asking no help from the Executive.

After months and many meetings, checking out photos,
reliving the year in the ‘Review’, reading all back summer
issues of ‘World" and ‘News’ they brought it all together,
designed the layout, assembled the photos, arranged for
some artwork, typed the text (IBM), and as we were
wondering if the Yearbook would ever be printed...they
finally put all the pages in order.

The result is in your hands and we think it's great.
And | have to admit it IS better than last year's book,
We hope Mike and his staff are happy with the result
?;é:l that they might even be thinking ahead--to Yearbook

Anyway, our congratulations. This is 2 worthy momento
to the Year 1977.

-Don Daber, Publicity, Sencca Optimists.
Toronloe, February 21, 1978,
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Evert Botterweg says:

“Look behind the )
Great Sound of Dynasty ...

These buglesarcf 1
Built toLast!” 3 &

(A

@\ .

e ~1 L - - 2 B
“Very stvrdly bracing on olf bugles omd the exine length of the valve,
gree il fwo of the feafures | ke, "

Before we constructed our line of Dynasty |1 Bugles,
we did a [ot of listening. We listenad to instructors who
told us they needed a free-blowing, responsive bugle with
rich sound. We listened to equipment managers who told

¥
us they needed a bugle that didn't require an assembly | e o
line 1o repair. And we listened to marching members who EVERT BOTTERWEG EXAMINES THE DEG
wanted & bugle that made it easier 1o project, DYNASTY I SERIES OF BUGLES. e has been
) the Cqupment Manager for the Sereca ofgamination
We listencd, We learned. Then we built far the past & yvars during which time he fas

presenled purrerTi. Clhirhe s o COvERS. RIGIELDE PRI #

The result is the DEG U‘p‘ﬂﬂit',.' Il series of compatble and equipment af COCADCT Sympoxiums,
bugles. Big sound. Responsive, Easy to play. Designed w Montbers of The Soirc Opliniitls
hang tough year after year, Even if a Dynasty |1 bugle Ceorpa=Milie Girmes & Knzo Marreilo
needs repairing, you won't have to be a four-handed
wizard to get the job done, And you definitely don’t have
to be o Maynard Fuln_]ut;nn 1o play one

DEG Dynasty | bugles are now beng played by the
Phantom PFegimant, The Blue Stars, The Sencea Optimists, ™™
The Garfield Caders and a host of ather fine drum and % gy’m@llﬁtgbs
bugle corps. You'll he hearing a lot from us on the contest
finld this summer.

If you'd ke more information and a complite deale
listing, write us at the address Delow. We'll be in touch, DE Dvnas v
The DEG Dynasty |l series of bugles. It's exactly what

Bugle Corporation

By I8 Lobe Geppmvw, Whe, LISA. 53147
Feferrirome L
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