
Whaley-Royce: a bit of drum corps history 

Whaley-Royce manufactured the bugles made by a few American and most (all?) of the early Canadian drum and 

bugle corps. Their building, at 310 Yonge street in Toronto, was torn down many years ago to make way for The 

Atrium, a high-rise retail and office complex that now occupies the entire block at the northwest corner of Yonge 

and Dundas. For many years, though, that corner was the focal point for drum corps activity in Toronto. 

Unbeknowst to most people, when it came to 

bugles Whaley-Royce was a trend setter. In 

1930 they developed the rotor, used for 

semitones. That rotor was a standard part of 

bugles until the mid-1970s when corps were 

allowed to use multi-valve instruments. 

In 1944 they released a marching French Horn, 

in 1956 a Bass-Baritone, in 1959 a Double-G 

Contrabass and, in 1963, they introduced both 

the Euphonium and Mellophone. 

Over the years Whaley-Royce had occupied, at 

different times, a number of locations on 

downtown Yonge St. They moved their 

wholesale division to suburban Scarborough in 

1975. At that time, the company ceased 

manufacturing instruments. It gave up its 

downtown location in 1976. While Whaley-

Royce might have disappeared into history 

many members of Toronto’s drum corps 

community still cherish fond memories of Whaley-Royce from their youth. 

During the 1960s Whaley-Royce was a bit of a home away from home for many of us who marched in drum 

corps, especially those in Toronto-based drum corps. If we wanted to buy drum corps records we’d go to Whaley-

Royce. If we wanted the latest contest scores or drum corps magazines we would, again, go to Whaley-Royce. 

Looking to connect with members of one’s own or other corps? That’s right, we’d meet at Whaley-Royce!  

 

Barry Bell and Larry Greenwood with Optimists first mellophone 

(Spring, 1964) 

 

Toronto Optimists on Yonge Street  

in front of Whaley-Royce (1965) 

Truman Crawford, Bill Shepherd of Whaley-Royce and Dave 

Watt of the Optimists with Optimists first Contrabass 

(Spring, 1965) 



A Visual History of Whaley-Royce 



Pages from a 1967 Whaley-Royce catalogue 
 
(photos supplied by Steve Vickers of Drum Corps World) 
 
Whaley-Royce advertisements and their catalogue often featured members of the Toronto Optimists. I’m not sure 
whether that was because the Toronto Optimists were the Canadian National Champions or because we used 
Whaley-Royce horns or both of these or ??? 

Most of the catalogue photos that I have included seem to feature Bill Hannah of the Optimists.  
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Dwight Angus of the Toronto Optimists 




