














































































































































































Ron Chong Corps: Midtowners, Golden Monarchs, Toronto Optimists, Toronto Signals, 
Optimists Alumni 

February 12, 1948 – October 28, 2018 

Ron began his drum corps career marching with the Midtowners. When Midtowners reorganized into 
Golden Monarchs Ron marched with them for one year. At the end of the 1963 season Ron joined The 
Toronto Optimists playing lead Soprano. Ron "aged-out" in 1969 but he continued working with the 
corps by helping instruct the horn line.  

From the late '90s up to about 2006 Ron played with Toronto Signals. When the Optimists Alumni was 
formed Ron joined them, playing with both corps for a few years. Ron left the Optimists Alumni at the 
end of the 2014 season to care for Josie, his wife; however, his heart was still with the corps and its 
members.  

When the Optimists Alumni went to Indianapolis in August of 2018, Ron came along for the ride and 
had a wonderful time reconnecting with his friends and with Drum Corps. Shortly after we returned from 
Indianapolis Ron was diagnosed with cancer. He passed away about 2 months after his diagnosis. 

Here are a few comments from some of those who knew Ron: 

"Very sad news. Ron was one of 4 music instructors the Optimists had after the end of the '69 
season. Ron, along with Ray Roussel, Paul Thompson and Joe Gianna were 'trying out' for the 
position of horn instructor that year. Paul was eventually selected but Ron and the others all stayed 
to help and their assistance was invaluable. Ron was passionate in everything he did but nothing 
more than the Toronto Optimists. A great guy." 

"When I first met Ron in 69, knew he was special...learned so much from this great guy." 

"This is very sad news. Ron was one of the first members I met when I joined back in the day. Great 
horn player and a great guy." 

"We have again lost one of our “GREATS” leaving us with anguished hearts and the chore to 
“MARCH ON” with another large hole in the line." 

"Ron, was an honour to have marched with you in the 60s and again with the alumni corps, you will 
be missed....!! " 

"On March on, Ron...one of the kindest gentleman I have met and a talented musician! Sad to have 
missed a final farewell." 

"Another great person has left us all too soon. Yes, we recall Ron as a passionate and talented 
young man with the corps. More important to some of us is how he lived, loved and was loved and, 
clearly, he was one of the best on OR off the field. I remember Ron from almost 50 years ago. How 
could you possibly forget him? He made a difference and won't be forgotten." 

"Ron was a great friend to me during the five years I was with the Toronto 2nd Signals I can 
remember well Ron playing "The last post" at the church when the Toronto 2nd Signals marched 
there for the Remembrance Day Service. Condolences and prayers going out to Josie and the 
family. Ron you will surely be missed by all who have had the privilege to know you. " 

Ron. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Ron Cook 

Corps: Scout Band, Opti-Corps, Toronto Optimists 

May 3, 1943—September 7, 1990 

Ron was a charter member of the Optimists. He started out with the Scout 
Band in the early years, and then went on to Opti-Corps and finally the 
Green. 

He was the brother of Bob Cook who marched in the Colour Guard for 
several years. Ron began life in the “Green” as a cymbal player and then 
went on to play in the horn line. Always affable and with a great smile, he was 
a committed member of the Corps who could always be relied on no matter 
what the event or task. 

Ron. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Ron Gault Corps: Optimists Cadets 1967, Toronto Optimists 1968-70 

Hailing from the Bathurst Heights area of Toronto Ron joined the Cadets in 
1967. He moved up to the Optimists Colour Guard for the '68 season taking 
part in both the Circuit Guard and the summer season. He moved into the 
drumline in '69, playing cymbals, and then rudimental bass drum for the 1970 
season. His Dad (Dave Gault) was a member of the Optimists Equipment 
Department for many years. 
 
Ron would be remembered, by all, for the battle with the locals, in Titusville, 
PA, in 1970, where he received a nasty concussion as a result of a crack in 
the head, with a piece of pipe, from one of the aforementioned locals. After a 
few hours, at the hospital, he was allowed to return home with the Corps. 
Taking up residence in the back seat of the bus we had to wake him every 
hour to make sure he didn't go into a coma. Trouble always seemed to find 
the Optimists in Titusville!!! 
 
After his Drum Corps career Ron moved to Tilbury, near Windsor, and for 
many years ran a very successful business in the Automotive Industry 
following, in line, with his life long love of cars and motorcycles. Tragically, 
Ron lost his life as a result of a Motorcycle accident on July 15, 2008 at the 
young age of 55. He left behind his sister Deborah Gault-Pare (former 
member of the Optimist Lancers) and 1 niece, 2 nephews, 5 great nephews 
and 1 great niece 

Ron. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Ronn “Skip” Prokop Corps: Hamilton Sea Cadets, Preston Scout House and Toronto Optimists 

December 13, 1943 — August 30, 2017 

Ronn began his drum corps career in Hamilton with a Sea Cadet band. After leaving 
the Sea Cadets he joined Preston Scout House and played with them for 1 year. In 
1960 he joined the Optimists on snare. While drumming with the Optimists Ronn 
made the time to instruct the drumline of the Optimist Bantams, Toronto Optimists 
feeder corps. At the end of the 1963 season he left the corps to pursue a career in 
music, a career in which he was quite successful.  

Ronn's first post-Optimists group was the Riverside Three. Around 1964/65 he co-
founded "The Paupers", a psychelic rock group. After the group disbanded, Prokop 
was an in-demand session musician for industry heavyweights including Carlos 
Santana, Janis Joplin and folk trio Peter, Paul and Mary. In 1969 Ronn and Paul 
Hoffert formed Lighthouse, a 13 piece rock orchestra. The band earned an early 
celebrity admirer: Billy Bob Thornton. In the early 70s, the musician and future Oscar
-winning actor was a roadie for the band when they performed in Texas. “He always 
remembered that moment,” Hoffert said of Thornton’s encounter with Prokop. “The 
reason that he did was that he just remembered how kind this guy Skip Prokop was. 
He was just a roadie with the venue and Skip let him play his drums and he never 
forgot that. He was just a kid, and this is the kind of thing Skip did all the time.”  

Ronn left Lighthouse in 1973 but, when they reformed in 1992, he was back. He 
played with the group until 2014 when health issues forced him to stop. 

“He was a very genuine person. What you saw is what you got. He didn’t suffer fools 
gladly but he was also a really kind person. He really had a huge heart.”  

Ronn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Ross Colville 

Corps: Toronto Optimists 

Ross joined the Optimist in 1959, first marching in the Colour Guard and then 
playing the baritone. 

He left the Corps at the end of the 1962 Season and went on to build a 
successful management career in general insurance. 

Quiet by nature, he was known as a rock solid friend, always ready to offer a 
helping hand.  

Ross had a wonderful way of laughing at himself, particularly at his first and 
last game of In-Between, at the back of the Corps bus. In world record time, 
he managed to lose his entire stake on a split-hand in about ten seconds. 

Ross. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Sam Grosvenor 
Corps: Optimists Lancers, Optimists Alumni 

The fates were kind to both Sam and The Optimists Alumni that day in 2009 
when he pulled his convertible into the driveway at The Legion to turn 
around. He could clearly hear the sound of our horn line rehearsing through 
the open door and he was immediately bitten by the drum corps bug once 
more. From the moment he walked in he was back and he never left again.  
 
Sam began his drum corps life with The Etobicoke Optimists Lancers in the 
Fall of 1972 at the age of nine (just weeks short of their minimum age of 10). 
He was a proud member during those years playing Euphonium. Sam along 
with Baritone Kevin Casquenette even went on to compete in the ODCA 
Individuals Competition as a duet.  
 
Sam was, in fact, second generation drum corps. He received his introduction 
while watching his Dad, Jack, play contrabass with Canada’s Marching 
Ambassadors in Toronto in the 1960s. Sam was frequently at their rehearsals 
long before he was old enough to join a corps himself. Sam loved drum corps 
with a passion, (he drove to Michigan City Indiana in the middle of the night 
because he was working and missed going with us on the bus). He also 
brought the love of his life, his daughter Shannon, along on that trip. We 
clearly saw how devoted a Dad he was. The final member of his immediate 
family who loves drum corps is Sam’s Mom Fran who was introduced to us 
soon after at our Legends II show. Sam also has sisters Debra in Toronto,  
Cynthia in BC, and two half brothers, Jim in Stewiac NS and Rick in BC. 
 
So this is our salute to that “shy guy” on Third Baritone who rarely had much 
to say (ya right). We miss you already buddy and we will see you again so 
make sure you keep your chops in shape.  

Sam. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Sandy Stoklosa (Douglas) Corps: St. John's Girls, Seneca Optimists, Bayonne Bridgemen 

Sandy began her drum corps years with St. John's Girls in 1974-75 as a 
soprano player.  She joined Seneca Optimists in 1977 becoming one of 7 
girls from Brantford to make the commute, continuing with Seneca in 1978. 
  
Sandy marched one year with Bayonne Bridgemen and then returned to 
Brantford to teach St. John's/Brantford Girls. 
  
Sandy and her husband Cliff very generously opened their home to many of 
us who taught with her and marched in the corps.  
  
Sandy was a dedicated marching member and instructor, never asking more 
from anyone than she would expect from herself. (by Kelly Pratt (Churchill) - 
Seneca Optimist colour guard 1978 / St. John's 1972-77). 

Sandy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Scott Cumming 
Corps: East Scarborough Kinsmen, Toronto Optimists and Seneca Optimists 

1960–1992 

Scott started his Drum Corps career with the East Scarborough Kinsmen. 

Early on, he knew that he would end up an Optimist and followed that dream 
in the fall of 1975. 

Scott marched with the Seneca Optimists for the 1976, 1977 and 1978 
seasons. 

Scott. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Ted Key 

Corps: Toronto Optimists, Canada's Marching Ambassadors, DCAT 

Ted was a member of the Toronto Optimists in 1958 & 1959. After aging out 
he joined Canada's Marching Ambassadors. 
 
He loved music and had a long and successful career as a music teacher 
with the TDSB at Parkway Vocational School, Brockton High School and 
Danforth Technical Schools. Ted was an excellent teacher who used 
enthusiasm and humour to bring out the best in his students. 
 
For many years, Ted was a member of the Canadian Judges Association. 
Ted was also the Musical Director for the DCAT chorus which put on many 
successful performances in the GTA. 

Ted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Ted Shaw Corps: Don Mills Skyraiders, Toronto Optimists 

October 17, 1940 — July 9, 2004  

Ted began his drum corps career with the Don Mills Skyraiders then joined 
the Optimists in 1959. He stayed with Optimists until he aged out in 1961. 
The photo on the left was taken in 1961, after Ted's last performance with the 
Optimists at the Grape Festival in Welland.  

Ted married Ann in 1962 and started their family. Working as an aviation 
insurance specialist for Reed Shaw & McNaught; Ted, Ann and their two 
children moved to Winnipeg in 1972. Ted was a Senior Vice-President with 
Aon Insurance working for the company for 32 years. He was a past 
President of the Manitoba Insurance Brokers Association. Ted fought a brave 
battle with cancer during his last year. 

Ted played Baritone. He was known as a quiet, solid and dependable corps 
mate. He was a good horn player, had a wonderful sense of humour and was 
an all-round great guy. 

Ted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Tim Burrage 

Corps: Toronto Optimists, Seneca Optimists 

I knew Tim when he was a cymbal player with the Scarborough Fire Fighters, 
we used to sit at the front of the bus and talk chemistry and sci. We called 
him the Professor. He's in that early picture of the Firefighters with their shirt 
and ties (he's kneeling with a horn on the left side his brother Kerry is on the 
other side). All he ever wanted to do was play cymbals.  
 
He was a solid rock for our drum line in the years to come. That he ended up 
with the Optimist is a real surprise because of his competitive relationship 
with his brothers.......I considered him a friend (by Rod Patterson) 

Tim. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Timothy Valentine Roussel Corps: Golden Monarchs, Scarborough Firefighters, Toronto Optimists 
 
February 14, 1953 — September 15, 2008 
 
Tim played baritone his entire corps career, starting with the Golden 
Monarchs of Toronto (1965-1966), Scarborough Firefighters (1967), and 
finally with the Toronto Optimists (1968-1970). He was noted for his fine 
playing and his assortment of rusting land cruiser vehicles, many of which 
allowed you to see the road passing inches below through the rusted 
floorboards. 
 
He loved the corps very much in his youth. After he’d moved to British 
Columbia in the early seventies (a province that he truly enjoyed), he 
continued to ask about the corps and its activities. It was here that he found 
his real fulfillment and undertook his greatest personal achievements. He 
started a family and several businesses geared to automobile and truck 
salvage and recovery and prospered to the point where he spent the last ten 
years of his life out and about on the golf course far too often for a mere 
duffer, which he definitely was not. He was especially proud of his golf game 
and carded a round of 71 (one under par) only months before his untimely 
death. Other than his family, he regarded that as his greatest achievement. 
 
He is greatly missed by his wife Denise and son Curtis, and by his sister and 
four brothers, three of whom played in the Optimists alongside him—Ray 
(Baritone 1967-1969), Rick (Snare 1969-1971), Den (Baritone 1967-1970), 
sister Mary of Calgary, and brother Lawrence of Vancouver. 
 
Rest well, bro. 
 
Tim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Tim Watt 

Corps: Toronto Optimists, Seneca Optimists 

Tim came from Grimsby and had marched in the Burlington Teen Tour Band 
where he played tuba. He joined the Optimists in 1973 and played Contra in 
'73, '74 and '75. In 1976 he moved to baritone. I cannot remember whether 
he marched in '77. He later worked with the Oakies in the '80s. I know that he 
died in the early '90s. Tim's brother Sean played snare and joined the corps 
in '75. His father Jack was involved in the management of the corps. He was 
a real drum corps enthusiast and loved Senior Corps like the Caballeros and 
Skyliners. (Richard Bruton) 

Tim. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Tom May 
Corps: Grantham, Canadian Commanders, Optimists Alumni 

– September 13, 2017  

Maureen Bell wrote: "Tom spent his younger years as a snare drummer with 
Grantham in St. Catharines.  He joined the Commanders when he aged out. 
A group of us — Tom and I, Andy & Jackie Henderson, Al & Jean Miller, 
Chuck & Pat Clutterbuck, John & Bev Snowball, became good friends during 
that time. We had a lot of fun – it was a great time in our lives. He especially 
enjoyed his short time with the Optimists Alumni corps. Tom's health declined 
over the past few months which he spent in a long-term care facility in North 
York. He leaves a daughter - Regan, a son - Andrew and a step-son - Derek." 
 

Tom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Victor Sciore (Score) Jr. 

Corps: Toronto Optimists, Seneca Optimists 

Vic's whole family was involved in the Optimists. His parents, Vic and Flo, ran 
Optimists' booster table while Vic and his sisters, Darlene and Laura, became 
fellow corps members.  

Vic started off his drum corps career in the Optimist Cadets then moved to 
the Toronto Optimists. In 1976, when the Toronto Optimists and Seneca 
Princemen joined forces to form the Seneca Optimists, Vic was there. 

Vic was a great guy who will be missed by all who knew him. 

Vic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Victor Sciore (Score) Sr. 
Corps: Toronto Optimists, Seneca Optimists 

Vic Sciore Sr. was a huge supporter of the corps. But more than that, he was 
a part of us. 

Vic and his wife Flo were at almost every rehearsal. They travelled the 
continent with the corps.  Vic designed and painted his van with the corp 
colours and their dog Trixie was the corps mascot.   

Vic Sr. was there for us. He was as big a kid as we were.  He opened his 
heart and home to us. Vic was a good-hearted soul who touched all those 
who knew him. He is missed. 

Vic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Vince Ferraro Corps: Toronto Optimists, St Mary’s, Optimist Cadets, Cadet-Lancers 

May 8, 1946 – February 25, 2020  
 
Vince joined the Optimists drum line in 1964 and stayed until he aged out in 1968. After 
aging out Vince continued his corps connection as a photographer for the Canadian Drum 
Corps Association. You might, for instance, remember the photo of Opti's mellos on the 
cover of the 1969 album. That shot was taken by Vince.  
 
In addition to his post-age out photography, Vince also taught the Optimist Cadets (perhaps 
Cadet Lancers) in the 70's and if I am not mistaken also taught the Emerald Knights 
(Mississauga?)  
 
Here are a few comments from some of those who knew him.  

"I was Vince's rookie back in 1968 Vince made my first year in Optimists easy as he was a 
mentor and a true friend to me I shall always have fond memories of all the good times we 
had…" (Ted Wilson) 
"One of the greatest guys who taught me a lot about being a member of the Green 
Machine." (Larry Blandford) 
"I still remember my time when I marched with Vince in the drum line back in the 60's Yes he was 
a quiet guy but he sure loved a good joke and we shared many of those." Rick Shearer) 
"RIP Vince, you will be fondly remembered for your kindness as a mentor within the Drum Corps 
community." (Collin Victor Brookes) 
"Although soft spoken (most of the time), Vince was focused and committed. I will always hold 
dear the time that he instructed us in the Cadet Lancers." (Dan Martin Shimski) 
"Vince taught me in the Optimist Lancers. He also recommended me for a lucrative summer job 
in his department at the Ministry of the Environment. In the first week, or maybe even on the first 
day, he suggested that I leave work to attend the funeral of Marty King, a Lancer who died from 
leukemia. I wasn't going to ask because I had just started, and I appreciated his kindness." (Judy 
Ferguson) 
"Fond memories of Vince's wicked and incisive sense of humor. Yes, sarcasm was his hallmark 
and he and George were the best at it in the Corps. We'll all remember "Suuuure" "Beat the 
Weirdo" "Goat Herder" and anything FEET related. Have a blast together guys. Heaven just got a 
lot funnier. Thanks for the great times." (Marcel Smolinski) 

Vince. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Corps: Opti-Corps, Toronto Optimists 

– October 17, 2012 

Warren wore the Blue of Opti-Corps, then both Greens of the Toronto 
Optimists. He aged out in 1962. When the Alumni Corps was formed, Warren 
was there, playing mellophone. Unfortunately, after a few years health issues 
forced him to leave the corps. 
 
Warren and his closest friends, Henry Beben, Jim Patten and Phil Hennings, 
were all members of the Optimists. When Warren could no longer travel they 
made regular trips to Orillia to visit him. It was a friendship that lasted over 
fifty years! 
 
Here are a couple of comments from some of those who knew him. 
 
"In the later years he was a man of few words but his silence said everything. 
We will remember him in the good and bad times of his life." 
 
"Warren was an inspiration, a gift of sunshine, and a true blessing to all who 
knew him." 

Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 

Warren Mills 



Corps: Toronto Optimists 

– May 11, 2010 

Wayne Dean was the kind of kid that made whatever group he was in better. 
He was one of those people that believed actions were more important than 
words. He was an example of the best in all of us. Quiet. Well-prepared. 
Confident. Helpful. 
 
He came to the Optimists in 1965 from the Jungles of Leaside. He marched 
until 1969 and both in victory and defeat he was a consummate gentleman 
(although he would always gladly tell you exactly how he felt about the 
competition). 
 
Wayne was part of the fabled Baritone Quartet which won numerous awards 
for performance excellence including the highest score ever awarded in the 
CDCA Individuals. This excellence was captured on the 1967 Championship 
recording of the Optimists. 
 
Wayne became a successful businessman, husband, father and friend. He 
never ceased being completely proud of his accomplishments in the Green 
Machine. 
 
If a drum corps was comprised of Wayne Dean clones it would be 
unstoppable. We remember Wayne because Wayne is quite simply, 
unforgettable.  

Wayne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 

Wayne Dean 



Corps: St John's, Les Chatelaines, Seneca Optimists, Anaheim Kingsmen 
Alumni 

1951 — June 23, 2019 

Wendy was a member of St. John's Drum Corps from 1967 to 1972. After moving 
to Montreal she became an instructor for Les Chatelaines. In 1976, she moved to 
Toronto and began instructing the Seneca Optimists. She moved to L.A. in 1979, 
where she lived for 38 years and was a personal bookkeeper and massage 
therapist. In 2007 she fulfilled a lifetime dream of marching with the Anaheim 
Kingsmen Alumni Corps performing at the Rose Bowl. 

Here are a few comments from some of those who knew Wendy. 

"I’ll always remember Wendy’s energetic personality and her love of Weiner 
doggies." 

"She will always be in my fondest memories of my time with Seneca Optimist 
and was grateful and blessed to have her for my colour guard instructor." 

"She was in my life for a short time in 1978 but made such a difference. I will 
always remember her with fondness and proud to have been «Wendy's hot 
and juicy colour guard»." 

" She touched so many lives in such a positive way. The world is a slightly 
lesser place without Wendy. " 

"Such a sad loss for everyone who knew Wendy she was a wonderful and 
beautiful woman inside and ou " 

"Never forget when she arranged to call out our commands to the colour guard 
in French during pass and review to mess with the girls from Phantom 
Regiment who were talking about us (as if behind our backs) because they 
thought, because we were Canadian, we only spoke French. Wendy was a 
gem and left us way too soon" 

Wendy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 

Wendy Paquin 



Wilson Chung Corps: Toronto Optimists 

October 23, 1947 – March 28, 2004 

Willie was a great fan of the Toronto Optimists and always wanted to join. 
Finally, at the end of the 1964 season, his dream came true and he joined the 
“Green Machine”. In February, 1965, he was ecstatic as went with the corps 
to perform at the Chicago Opera House! He loved being in the corps and was 
devastated when, in early July, his father insisted that he leave the corps and 
work in the family business. 

In 2003. when the Alumni Corps started up, Willie was right there. After so 
many years he was thankful to be given a second chance. Tragically, his time 
with his dream corps again was brief. He was diagnosed with cancer and 
passed away in March of 2004.  

Willie was a friend to all who knew him. 

Wilson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 



Wolfgang Petschke 

Corps: Seneca Princemen, Seneca Optimists 

Wolfgang was a soft-spoken man, with a passion for Drum Corps. He had 
become the Corps Director of the Seneca Princemen, who were the 
Canadian National Junior Champions in 1974. 

He recognized the new reality of DCI and how difficult it was going to become 
to compete financially and so he entered into discussions with Al Tierney that 
eventually turned into the creation of the Seneca Optimists. 

He was instrumental in the creation of the new uniforms for Seneca and very 
proud of the new organization and the smoothness with which it was 
achieved. 

Wolfgang. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We Remember! 
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