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in this issue:

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

by PAUL McCUSKER.

Paul McCusker, the talented contributor te GCC is a
marching member of the Optimists, The 1975 wvear is his fourth in the
corps. As well as writing "The Year In Review" he has also illustrated
this yvearbook with several of his cartoon impressions of the
activity during the year.

NATIONALS'75

by VERN JOHANSSON.

Vern is a past Drum Major of the Optimists whose
interest in the progress of the corps still remains high, even though
he has not marched in a corps for yvears. As a professional writer,
Vern has attended many corps events over the past two vears and his
keen ocbservations of the Optimists at Nacionals '75 is a classic in
the day of the life of a corps.

THE 75 BANQUET

by PETER PRICE.

When asked to submit his impressions of the 1975 Corps
Banquet, Peter Price, a rookle member of the Oprimists
this year, took no chances with hasty notes jotted down
on a paper napkin. Taught right by Ron Kalser, he took
along his tape recorder instead, so he was able to sit
1 back and enjoy the evening with the rest of the corps.




When I first saw the Optimists I thought of
them as just another drum corps, but better than
the average corps. But neither the Optimists or
Daklands ever really turned me on to want to
join right away.

I first came down to join in 1973 in the
winter when the corps was practicing in the
Armories. At that time most of the members of
the Optimists were older than me and at that
time the spirit seemed down. Very few members
"mixed it up" and talked to newcomers who came
down to join. Well, one practice night I was
sitting at home and got to thinking of what was
going to happen at practice that night. I fip-
ured it was golng to be the same dull routine
so I didn't bother te go any more after that.

Two years later, in 1975 1 thought about
jolning but didn't want to go through the same
routine as in "73. After a number of hassels
with the corps I was in at the time [ decided
to drop down to cne of the Optimists practices,

How things had chanped! Now people were
coming up and talking about the corps and corps
life in peneral, I ended up signing, getting a
bugle...everything happened pretty fast.

What do I think of the corps now?

Well, really, there's only a few words than
can explain the difference. That's "fantastic"
and the spirit in everyone was "wanting to win,
no seconds!" The practices were great, the corps
was run nice and smooth, the trips were unbeliev-
ahle and the spirit was really turned on trving
to reach for the top. The year 1975 was really
very successful.

Since Nationals things havent changed, they've
just potten hetter scill. Next vear will be even
a hetter year!
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The '75 season started last September Znd.,
approximately one half hour after the '74 season
had ended as a downhearted group of rain-soaked
corpsmen sat huddled around Doug MacKenzie and he
announced to the corps that he had been appointed
the new corps Director! During his short talk
Doug layed out some plans to the corps and vowed
that the upcoming year would be a more success-
ful one, Throughout the parade and exhibition
appearances that followed the '74 Nationals the
Optimists pulled cheir corps together into a
solid unit in preparation for 1975,

An ex=-marching member, Peter Byrne, took con-
trel of the bugle line after Terry McKolskey sudd-
enly left; Jack Roberts and Greg Oxenham went to
work on the M&M, as written by "Chops" and Ron
Kalser was to, once agalin, handle the drum line.
Winter rehearsals went well for the bugle line
and the sectlon was bullt up; the colourguard was
lacking in numbers through this peried and the
drumline, although large enough did not put in
a good winter's hard work and this would show up
later in the season. But all in all, things look-
ed good! Too good.

Early in the spring we heard DelaSalle was on
the verge of folding and we heard that neither
The Crusaders or Seneca were getting that great

turnouts at rehearsals...then Del finally went
and did it...they folded. But this only caused
them to form a merger with the Crusaders and
they would come out later {n the year stronper
than ewver.

Then, finally the competition season arrived
and it hit with a bang with the Optimlists winn-
ing the opener in Welland by a three point margin!
The Crusaders were not yet ready and blamed their
loss on this fact, The date was June 7th,

SEAGRAM STADIUM, WATKRLOO, JUNE l4: As pred=-
icted, the Crusaders closed the score gap at this
one to .2 and were beginning to show sipns of the
powerful corps they would produce., The scores:
Optimists 72.8 to Crusaders 72.65.

AJAX, JUNE 21st: For the Oprimists this place
is "loser city"...in four vears they have vet to
win a contest here. The Crusaders won their first
contest here for '"75 with a 72.1 to Optimists
71.75. The only good thing about this day was
the Booster Club party hack in T.0, afterwards.

YORK STADIUM, JUNE 2Bch: A week of had reh-
earsals brought the Optimists to the old "Porter
Stadium” bur that night thinpgs looked up and the
corps was hot, hotter than they'd been in vears...
maybe it was the fact that we knew the Crusaders
were leaving immediately after this contest on
their first mid-west tour and WE wanted the win.
And we got it, 77.65 to 76,35,




e =

Y GUBMARCH LIKE YOuVE )
BEEN oN A BUS FUR
16 HOURS -
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BRANTFORD, TUE. JULY lst: With the Crusaders
out of the country this was an easy win on the
usual terrible baseball field. Our tour "One"
began the next dav.

"TOUR ONE", July 3rd to July 6th:A series of
unfortunate events riddled this tour from bus
breakdowns to some very incompetent judging. Need-
less to say the corps placed badly in most of the
contests but they DID manape to defeat the Mount-
ies by .3 in MA. And the boat trip back across
the lake was interesting and nobody fell over-
board.

BIRCHMOUNT, SAT. JULY 12: This contest was
an interesting ome as it was the first meeting of
the two big rival "A" Corps after their midwest
tours. And, that night there was a record crowd
at this stadium and the stands were packed. The
Cardinals had really done a job selling tickets!

Rehearsal that day tended to be somewhat
relaxed with new hornwork and drill added to the
show, Come show time though, the corps just was-—
n't mentally ready and the performance, though
seemingly a hyper job, was ragged and lacking
in any execution. When the dust had cleared the
Crusaders had jumped ahead by 3 points with a
deadly show!

The Optimists were in a slump now with a 3
week void till the next contest in Toledo. Unlike
some of the past years, though, the rehearsals
were consistant and turnouts were good. Finally
the lull was over and the Friday night rolled
around when the corps left beautiful west west-
end Toronto for Toledo. Amazingly enough we
encountered no bus problems on the way there but
for a short tour around one of the more colourful
gsections of town before fimally finding our way
to the residence building.

We occupied the 15th and l6th Floors which
proved to be a hassle getting up and down the
elevators as all the other corps were in the same
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building teoo. It proved to be an even bigger
hassle for two American corpsmembers who decided
to crash our floor while we were huntinpg down our
rooms.

The corps was up not so bright and earlvy for
a gruesome breakfast, although it was a feast
compared to the previous year there...and then we
stumbled to a nearby parking lot for the reh-
earsal, Considering everything the practice was
one of our best of the year and the corps then
nappily retreated back to the complex to get into
uni form for the prelims.

For some reason the corps did not put on the
show that was expected but it was as hot as Hades
in the stadium and this could have been a major
facter. The stadium, a bowl type, scaked up the
heat like a sponge and it was like marching on
a grill.

Due to the raim that began shortly after our
performance most of the afterncon was spent holst-
ing mattresses and protecting vour own! The rules
of the game were simple...don't go on to anyone
elses floor to get a mattress and DON'T GET CAUGHT
TAKING IRVINE'S MATTRESS, if you value your life,
that is,

Optimists placed third in prelims with a 75.5
2 points behind the Crusaders and the Crusaders
who tied, the other Crusaders being the Finley-
ville corps. That night the Optimists put on a
gutsy "crowd-pleasing” show, much better than the
afterncon event but the final score dropped when
the Crusaders, as Kevin Martin put it, "were deadly"
and jumped up to an Bl.

The Corps got to sleep early and woke up to
head for Cleveland after breakfast at a local Big
Boy. We hit Cleveland in time for lunch and an
afternoon rehearsal. There was a very tight atm=-
osphere in the corps with almost everyone on one
another's backs...even the Instruction staff seem-
ed uptipht. But, thank God ELf and a few members
of the Buckeves showed the corps that they were
not totally unknown in the area and provided some
badly-needed comedy relief after a very strained
rehearsal. We got inte uniform again, and hit the
stadium, another bowl with a carpet of Astro-turf.

We just begun our warmup when the rain began
and it came down hard enough to hold the show up
for a considereable length of time. We retreated
to our dressing rooms and got out of our drenched
blouses. Actually, the rain couldn't have come at
a better time, Being stuck in the dressing room
gave the corps a chance to loosen up, and get hype
for the contest. The strained nerves seemed to be




washed away with the rain and it resulted in one
of the best shows that the corps put on all year.
Scorewise, we were still behind the Crusaders but
the 6 polnt spread was cut down to 2.

The bugle bus pulled into the Humber College
parking lot around 10:00AM on Monday,Aug.4th, a
Civic Holiday but the second was was later due to
an accldent with ome of the station wagons in
which 8 snare drummers were killed, at least, we
understand thats what was reported at the U5 Open
the following weekend. Just to set the record
straight, no one was hurt.

HORTH TONAWANDA N.Y. ,Aug.12th: This journey,that
was to be called "Tour 2" started off in fine
style when the bus broke down before we even
left Humber College, something to do with the
air bags. 5o, instead of leaving about 63 30AM we
left at B:00 and arrived at the stadium just in
time to change in a field and enter the prelim
'Field of Battle' to he preeted enthusiasticly
by all 1IN spectators. This show was the worst
performance all season and we still placed 3rd
with a 75, 2 points behind The Rebels and The
Freelancers. It was mainly a lack of preparation
and over-confidence that caused thls crappy
performance.

But that afternoon we settled down, had a
good horn rehearsal, ate and went through the
show a few more times. We then went to the fire-
hall where we changed into uniform and warmed
up (Firehalll??) Our bugle man, Peter, gave a
short speech, following the events of the day,
and everyone finally began to gpet thelr heads
inte the show and we headed for the stadium. For
once we arrived early, like about an hour and
a half early.5ome members went through their
drill sectionally, others talked up the show,
but by the time the corps took the starting line
everyone was ready.

The show was the kind that Champlonship
corps are made of, drive, spirit, execution and
excitement that brought the crowd to their feet
screaming for MORE! The contest ended with the

Optimists on top with an 83.5! After the scores
were glven and the corps was leaving the fleld
there was an announcement of a tabulation error
and everyone stopped dead, but it was between
the Ind and 3rd place corps, and we were OH.

We went back to the Firehall and a half hour
beer break was brought in for those of age, which
we apprecliated; for those underage there were
cold cokes. The next day came fast, and we were
on our way again, to Philadelphia and the DCI
Nationals,

The bus maintained up for most of the day as
fortunes were won and lost at the card tables,
and we were all somewhat humbled by some breath-
taking scenery in the Catskill Mountains.

Finally, about supertime the corps pulled

into Valley Forge and the Sheraton Hotel, our
recreat for the rest of the week. Some retreat!
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This place made last year's Ithica accomodation,
which up to that time, was the best we ever had,
lock like a flophouse. The only problem was that
we couldn't rehearse inside and the food there
was quite expensive so we went to a nearby large
shopping complex to eat. It was raining when we
got back to the hotel, so the Exec gave us the
rest of the night off, to relax in luxury.

Thursdav, Auguyst 14th: We were up at 7:00AM
for breakfast, then walked over to a nearby field
for rehearsal which turmed inte an all day event,
and as night came on it became too dark to see.
Rehearsal had ended well and we went back te our
rooms to relax and clean our instruments,

F August 15th,, DCI Day: Most of us
were up at 5:30AM thanks to a change in schedule
that placed us on an hour earlier than previously
stated. Warmup commenced at the rehearsal field
in uniform and a runthrough the OTL. There wasn't
time for much more

The ladies on the tour did an excellant jcb
of ironing the regalia with one mishap. Drummer
Bruce Thomas thought 5anta Claus had pranted his
wish for a new uniform while Dave MacKinnon sear-
ched frantically through the Hotel for his uniform
but things finally gor straightened around and we
were finally on our way.

The Friday morning rush hour traffic inte
Philly and much road constructiom really slowed
us down and we arrived at the Stadium just as the




first corps was going on., We were the second COTPS
OTi.

Afrer the performance, nobody could really
say what happened, why the corps didn't perform
the way they were supposed to. Maybe we chocked;
or maybe it was the fact that we were all some-
what scared...but the show did lack the kind of
drive that we needed to place us in the B0's...
that fact, that fact plus a low unwarranted -GE
drum score gave us a '75", not very encouraging

considering the last place corps in finals last
year received a 79,9,

As we were standing around, outside the
stadium, after our show we noticed Don Whitelw,
the publicicy DMrector for DCI talking to Doup
and a few of the Executive. The next thing we
knew we were walking a few blocks down the street
from the stadium to the Philadelphia Sick Child=
rens Hospital to do a show for some of the
critically ill kids there.

After waiting around in the lobbhy for a=-
while while the final arrangements upstairs were
being made, we finally teook the elevators up top.

Instructions were to keep lt soft because in the

enc losed, cramped balcony we were only about fiv

fegt away [rom our audience. There was something
about these tykes, some of them were retarded,
somé deformed, and some with not too much time
lett, but cthere was a type of magic quality thi
surrounded them; they seemed to make one forpet
about all the petty problems and disturbances
life and look inside.Like the old adage says,
"I eried bhecause I had no shees, then [ saw a
man with no feet,.." These kids conveved that
idea, not pity, but the idea that no matter what
you are, vou've got to live with it, and make

the best of it. It was an experience I shall not
soon forpet.

After petting the corps in and out of the
Hospital and our show(s) there It was almost noon,
50 we went back to the hotel to pet out of unif-
orm, Most of the corps went back to the stadium
in the afterncon to see the rest of the Friday



Prelims, then back to the hotel for another night
of f, The results didn't look good. We were now in
the llth position and 1if more than one corps
beat us on the Saturday prelims, we were out!

Saturday breakfast was at 7:00AM and we
practiced till the news was phoned in that we had
just been put out of the night show. It was un-
fortunate because the way the hornline sounded on
that Saturday rehearsal day I'm sure we could have
nabbed the 9th or 10cth spot in the finals! The
biggest blow came when we found out that we were
dusted by the Precisionnaires, a corps we had
beaten in 4 previous shows by not less than 17 pts
each contest! Oh well, maybe they turned on; or
the judges turned on, anyway, the scores on the
second day of prelims were higher on average by
1 points over the first, which really showed when
all the corps that placed in the finals on the 2nd
day drop in positions at night where the other
COTpPs went up.

Anyway, somewhar disheartened, we had supper
and drove into Philly apain, to watch the nlght
finals, For most of us these were not too enjoy=-
able due to the fact that we had to watch the
show from the back stands, although some members
did manage to sneak around to the front stands
about half way through the show. We found out
later that a few guvs missed the bus from the
plaza restaurant and returned to the hotel, where
they enjoyed the whole show in the comfort of
their rooms watching it performed LIVE on the
colour TV.

After the contest, back at the hotel, there
were private parties in the rooms and a lot of
discussion about why we failed and plans for the
next Season.

Mid-sunday morning we were packed to leave
for Toronto and after breakfast thw corps had a
meeting with the Executive and Doug MacKenzie talk-
ed a bit about the '76 season, Jack Watt, our
Business Manager, who arranged for the hotel told
us he was pleased with our conduct there, as was
the management, and they hoped we would be back
next year.

DCI Nationals were over, and even if we didn't
make finals, we jumped from about 36th position in
'74 to 16th this year,...that's more than anyone
else did.

The trip home was something else! The alr cond-
itioning broke down and the bus took on the prop-—
ortlons of a minicure Hell. In half an hour there
wasn't a dry shirt in the place...and the driver
refused to let anyone open the windows!



ETOBICOKE, WED,AUG.2Nth: This was the Crusaders
Wednesday night show and a lot of people found it
di fficule treatinpg it like a contest! Unfortunately
it was a contest, and an important one. If we could
have turned on this night, the Canadian Nationals
a few weeks away might have been a different steory,
as it was, neither the Optimlsts or the Crusaders
did a great show. The results, Crusaders 84, the
Optimists AN,

ONTARIO CHAMPIONSHIPS (7) LONDON,AUG.23rd: This
so called contest, that was to be the Untario Champ-
ionships yet, had to be one of the bhippest farces
in all my years Iin corps activity.

The day started out OK, we had deluxe huses to
transport us to Londom, which no other corps there
had, hut as we neared the city it started to rainm
and this was the first sign that it was goinp to be
another one of THOSE days. We drove directlvy to the
stadium, expecting some activity here, as it was
now about 10:30AM and the contest was an afternoon
event, There was nobody around that knew anything
about the show and if there weren't those two post-
€rs on the pate announcing the show, we would have
thought we were at the Wwrong stadlum. The field was
a haseball diamond, and we discovered later that
it had heen marked off wronp; then te top it off,
when the show did start we found there was only a
half panel of judpes...

Under cwercast skies, our show was a bit better
than Wednesday night but it was still not that pood,
The Crusaders performance was nothing to scream
about either hut the results were a bit out of
proportion,an 84 to a 77. Because of the rain there
was no retreat, thank God, and we were on our buses
and heading out of the stadium even as the results
were heineg aanounced. At the maln gate we were held
up a few minutes as some guv's car was in the way,
but after a few of the stronger guys exited the bus
and moved it, we were on our way.

SIMDAY, AUG.24th: A Church parade and outdeer
exhibition in East Toronte. Once again, we finally
turned on, but perhaps teo late, It was only one
week to Nationals.

1n

keating field:

The Optimists ws. the baseball teams for
rightful possession of Keating.
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Top photo: A hot saturday afternoon
rehearsal.

2nd photo: Break time with, left to
right, Wayne Dillon, Ray Bassett,
Mark Decloux and George Nasello of
the top soprano line.




the’75 nationals :

“Better than we ever did...”
by Vern Johansson

11:00 a.m. Cold. Standing on a hill. Looking. Down on the field the corps was
going through motions. Someone yelled at them. The response came fast from eyes

not mouths: "Shove it! We don't need that kind of crap at this time of year."

It was August. But it could well have been December. Or March. Damn weather. It
was Canadian Nationals. But it could well have been the Pontypool Open for Tamb-
ourine and Fife Corps.

Apathy: 100, Excltement: Zip.

Had a coffee with Wendy. "What's wrong," I ask.
"They're down after DCI," I'm told.

Ilﬂh -If

But this is Canadian Nationals. How can you be down? Especlally if you wear a
green uniform. I don't understand.

Walk to car with Pete. "What's wrong," 1 ask.
B
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"I don't know. Welrd, isn't 1e?"
ilT!h."

Had lunch with Calvin, Mike and Eileen. "What's wrong," I ask.

"Waddvya mean?" replies Calvin. (He always says that to me.)

"The Corps," 1 say, "They're as loose as a pig in 40 feet of wet mud."
"Waddya mean?" says Calvin (again).

Example: Corps finishes rehearsing. Going for lunch. Fellow in a car says,
"Why don't you play something?" Decloux says, "Sure. Got 10 bucks?"
That's loose. Funny, but loose.

“0Oh, that's just Decloux," I'm told.

And so it goes.

After lunch. Section rehearsals. Hommline sounds fine. Always does in a semi-
circle. Lots of joking going on. My subconsclous is juggling around some black
thoughts. "They're gonna blow it. Cripes. They're too loose. They don't even
care that it's Nationals." I keep these thoughts to myself. No sense getting
everyone screwed up.

Drill rehearsal. Blah. Doesn't look good. They try a little hype in the march-
past, Trying to get the whole corps to swing with the drum beat. Looks like
hell. What & time to find out half your corps ain't got no rhythm. As fast as
this great idea was born, it died.

Supper. Too close to lunch. Donuts and coffee. "What ever happened to that
fiery ball of tension that used to hit the corps in the guts like a medicine
ball?®

"It's not the same anymore,” I'm told.

"'n'h]r?"

My answer comes as a shrug.

Over to the school. Check out the dressing rooms. Breath in the quick-lime
fumes of buck polish mingling with the gaseous smells wafting from the little
room that everyone is lined up to get in. Go outside for some fresh air. Feel
sorry for myself, Figure I'm like a war veteran locked up in Sunnybrook., Can't
compete anymore. Can only watch.

Over in a corner of the school lot, two kids from the Tidewater Buccaneers are
pounding each other's face with fists that look like canned hams. "Well," 1
think, "at least they're up tight about this contest." I'm wrong. They're fight-
ing over a girl, Chivalry lives.

Corps lines up to head over to the stadium. Looks like a glant religous cult
out for a Sunday stroll, Pete's mad. Figures it looks totally Bush League. He's
fi!h:!

Arrival at the stadium. Corps splits up. Hornline gambols off through a wooded
thicket. Lights from the stadium look like a huge sunlamp off in the distance.
Vinegary sounds of an inadequate hornline sail out of the stadium. Optimists
horns whisper through a few exercises. Something unusual happens.

Pete, in his quiet but effective way, says something to the hornline. And this
is what he said: "I didn't think this contest would mean very much to me. 1
was vrong."

The looseness dropped like a snake's skin in 1ting season. There it was.
The thing I'd waited for all day. That fiery ball of tension that used to hit
the corps in the guts like a medicine ball.

Back to the stadium. Can't do drill. The practice field looks like spinach soup.
The tension grows. Like a weed gone berserk. It's your last Nationals, Calvin.
Your's too, Mike. And your's too Randy and Rita. It looks like you're all in
the last stages of bleeding to death, I can see it in your eyes. You want it to
be the wvery best.

Time for the Corps Song. I grabbed someone's shoulder and sang along. I don't
normally do that. This was no time to be normal.

We check in at the stadium. I do my best to look like a member of the organizatiom,
12



sneaking through the barricades, done up in a Corps jacket, pretending I'm
the assistant to the assistant to the guy who washes out the water buckets.
It works. I'm in. With the Corps.

I want to shake everyene's hand. Hell, I feel like kissing everyone. No sense
overdoing it. So I stick to hand clasping. I reach into my ice-bucket head
for something significant to say. All that comes out is, "Do your very best."
ARRRGGGHHHH. What an asinine thing to say. Of course they'll do their very
best. I slink off in search of a braln transplant,

"On the starting line...." Pete and I stand at centrefield.

Boxed in by video-tape recorders, microphones and scads of electrical wiring.
But there was nothing there that had as much electricity as the Corps on the

field. Most of the show was a blur. I spent a lot of time yelling, raising my
fist in the alr and hopping up and down on the spot like a wounded kangaroo.

S0 did Pete. It was Nationals.

And The Optimists were the best part of irt.

There's a fellow named Donleavy. He writes novels.
This is what he writes:

Happiness

Is

A big cat

With a mouse

On a square mile

0f linoleum.

That's fine. If you're a cat. I'm not. So:
Happiness

1s

Seeing The Optimists

At Hationals

Pounding over a carpet of grass

With care in their hearts

And belief in themselwves.

On retreat, they played "I Believe."

Better than we ever did.
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THE
CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL

OF
PHILADELPHIA

FOUNDED 1888

, 4 August 18, 1975

ONE CHILDREN'S CENTER

A STREET-AND Toronto Optimists Drum and
CIVIC CENTER BOULEVARD Bugle Corps

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19104 c/o Doug MacKenzie, Director
(215} EV 7-6000 44 Wortham Drive

Scarborough Ontario Canada
Dear Mr., MacKenzie:

We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to you and the
members of the corps for entertaining the patients of
The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia,

Your efficiency and warmth carried throughout your
performance to result in a most enjoyable morning for all.

By the way, the patients loved the music and cusﬁmﬂs,
but were simply delighted in seeing a "parade" in a hospital.

Sincerely yours,

;_Zﬂ&( a4 m

Franees Ritter, Director
Children's Activities Department
Play Therapy Program
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photos»

All photos in this yearbook are by Don Daber,
John MeCullough, Peter MecCusker and Eric
McConackie.

FRONT COVER: Top photos by Don Daber. The corps
in concert by Peter McCusker.

INSIDE FRONT COVER: "Camp" Photos by Don Daber
and John McCullough.

PAGE 1: FPhotos by John MeCullough., The large
photo, taken by candlight without flash is one
of the most dynamic ever taken of the corps and
shows some of the 1975 "Hookles" signing in at
the "TAS" Nipght at camp.

PAGE 2:Photos by John MeCullough and Don Daber
taken at camp, at rehearsal at Keetlng and at
the first contest in Waterloo in June.

PAE 3: Photos by Don.Daber.

PAGE 43 Photos by John McCullough & Don.Daber,
PAGE 5: Photos by Don.Daber. Top photo taken

at rehearsal before the Ontario Championships
in London.

PAGE 6: Candid shot by McCullough taken in
Waterloo at Seagam Stadium at the June contest.
PAGE 7: The hotel at Valley Forge taken by

Don Daber,

PACE B: At the DCI Prelims, photos by D.Daber.
PAGE 9: The corps performs in the Hospital in
Philadelphia. Photos by D.Daber.

PAGE 10: Changing outside the bus at the London
contest, and Keeting rehearsals. (D.Daber.)

PAGE 11: The Bass Drum section on the "Ready
Line at Nationals!" (D.Daber)

PAGE 13: The Soprano section in Concert at
Nationals. (D.Daber)

PAGE 1&4: The drum line in Ajax. Photo by Eric
McConacklie.

+=34: Corps members photos by D.Daber.

PAGES 135-36-37-38-39:Photos at the 1975 Banquet
by D.Daber.

PAGE 40:Photos at "On to "76" Rally by D.Daber.
BACK COVERS:Photos at Nationals "75 by D.Daber.

Artwork on pages 6=7=10=16and back cover by
Paul McCusker.
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BEST & WORST SHOWS: "Best, Morth Tonna...

and everyone knows the reasons." ENJOYED PLAYING:
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OTHER COMMENTS: "

played in the past 5 years." WAS THIS YEAR SUCCESSFUL?"Yes,

because bhe corps became competitive in the US of A."

NICKNAME: "Chi."
more people and some new Instructors your corps should have

Lady." OPINION OF THIS YEARS FIELD SHOW:"An excellant step
the best year in "76, ever!"

forward...a great improvement over any of the shows we
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's, We did a lot better and

WORST: “"That first tour in Wisconsin,

"The bump and grind number at the end.”
WORST SHOW: "Toledo, because it was

ENJOYED MARCHING TO: "Beautiful People.”

t understand why some of the corps should be

K
"North Tonawanda.
IlI cm
disappointed about our standing at DCI
NLON

CARIN CHAD

BEST SHOW:
: WYNN ANN

accomplished more during this year than we ever thought possib

#109

#109
BEST SHOW: "North Tonawanda."

No photos
EHNJOYED PLAYING:
OTHER COMMENTS
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"Music and drill matched well and it was very
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MOST BIZARRE HAPPENING:

NION OF THIS YEARS SHOW:

ic.

"The drum sole." OPI

everyone had their heads inte
g off the field in Waterloo."

: KAREN FOX
*

12
ENJOYED MARCHING TO

"Creat

"Runnin

w 3UTUT Aw uo qof pood ® pip afioag,

PSINARNOD HENIO L, CPATE A383Al, iykveuaIx L cund 3sipy oyl 3lojay 3sn{ coyaeiey

U P121) 243 woly s3pxa 10se] A0(134, :uNIKIddVH JHEVZIE 150K, "33ed Axes a3
‘aPUL4 Bul,, tOKIAVI4 QIROCHI w PURTDASTD,, 1SHON %404 JO yInolog, :MOHS 1534
“penbs 10%®T THINDTID RNIHOW ElLg

n SOKINTdgwy -
n " L]
Tdnay'y YIym uumwnha 150y o U0 anoy g
']

TRl u BUED X0 peOL. :apyNwIIN | *sda
wnﬁuhnhhuwuﬂunhun Suol ® awon 3, am .wu?“ LUV} qh”mmﬂ“m5MuﬂuMwm”cuﬂ~ﬂ:nWh s
W Kaad 3832103 343 330 BuTuuny A333Ys,, ONINZgawH mm“ﬁmnm Hmﬂh

S3Y231rw moysg P1213 ayg, *MOHS
i - SHVIL SIHL 40 No
INTHIYVIH Q3X0rNT  ,,"2wi3 eaow Papasu am .umunmzw“w

31aa am "3s3q ayy sem OpPa1ol,, :sMOHg L5H0M 9 Is3q
F14 "3H00K VIIZHo1 HOTH

w 4emy eg IBYL uepy UL, ol
E@a e[y *ujm oj Pauuiag ap

"WAHSIA IWVL z1y




" auuﬂum:“nmmmazm I

w 1238218 3q [11a 23 3x3u PuE JE213 57
Y3HIO ,*%W}3 35173 ay3 10 Selmog ang Jujasy,

w dBay Jog JBYL uel ayl pue o
ISE] 34l uo 3sajuos

U319 YL, I SINTHHOD
*ONINIAIVH 3WNVZIE Isou
195 unip SUL,, OANIT SYIAWNN p ANOY
18113 2uL,:is3g ,,*awed 11eqa00; oSy YL, IMOHS LSuoM

14 “HIHINAD Touvs 11

*¥e14 *F01yd ANIVMOT 6214



Yl 11e mrmwhmwzmwu:

i3



T 1 T weIdra
Faxew OJuoiog UT uny Isagseg ayy

I8 323ds pyp 42mmb g
u CONIKFAdgyy TUYZIg 1o uhoquyey ‘areugpy Yy,
‘0l INIHDHVH g3xrorny w"S¥snoxa 314 a3 Paroqie oy .m.Hua= {LsMoM n"dnog 118y3
o 33ap dayy gp isnf BEaTyep ay3 a:ﬁu-wn Paaoq .xhoh.ezuumum d3310g - e
‘PEN 5 lozp

34



Photos:

Doug Mackenzie, Corps Director
presents his first "state of the
Corps" message,

Rex Martin presents a Rookie Pin
to Hon Sokoll.
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by Peter Price

The West-end Rovs (Yea!) arrived at
the hanquet scene about seven o'clock.l
was kept occupied on the way there writ-
ing my speech for the evening and did-
n't realize that we had driven 15 min=-
utes out of our way thanks to a [on
Daher map.

There were a handful of corps mem—
bers gathered around in groups, with
the "of ape' memhers making a mad dash
to the bar with a pood supply of tick-
ets, At first I thoupht I was in the
wrong place because I wasn't used to
seeing the other corps members out of
blue jeans, T-shirts and foothall jer-
seys and in suits, ties and dresses
and their hair neatly messed...l felc
as though the animals I knew had some-
lhow become civilized that was to last
through the dinner.

Just before we sat down at about
7:35 everyone was walking around and
discussing last season's effort and
the season coming up. When we were all
finally seated, Gord Hobinson, the
Master of Ceremonies and the comedian
for the evening asked us to stand for
Grace and the "Toasts." We then proc-
eeded to the buffet for a preat dinner
of cold cuts, salads, spare ribs and
meat balls, salmon, potatoe salad ete.
The horn line once apain demonstrated
that they had hollow legs and tried to
fill them with great speed and gpusto;
while the drum line, with their imp=
ecable pood manners, hehaved like the
gentlemen they always are...the guard
was dusted to the rear of the line...



Photos :

Right=-Lord Athol Layten at the
1968 Shriners Internaticnal
Competition.

Below---He speaks to the corps (]
about the "International." . .
TORONTOD 96°

: .m‘ﬂmi i

Dave Mackinnon presents Bruce
Thomas with his GCC Certificate Award
for pood uniform thefc.
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Josephine Petek
announces Shaun
Watt ax the 1975
"Rookie Of The Year".

After enjoyving an excellant meal, everyone
gat back over coffee while Gord Robinson proc-
eeded with the ceremony.

He first introduced the Head Table, which
I understand is getting bigger every year,then
asked Mr. Jemmett (Bud) to do the honours of
introducing our Guest Speaker of the evening,
Lord Athol Layton. As part of his opening re-
magks, Mr, Layton spoke about his rell as a
participant in drum corps shows in the 60's
as assoclated with the famous Shriner's cont-
ests In Toronto. I think many of the corps
members missed this part of his speech because
we were too busy guessing his helght and
welght...(he locked about &' 11 and 5' wide!)
He was a real gentleman and a very interest-
ing speaker with the outside form of a
neander thal man with the inside understanding
of a really decent guy. He told of his earlier
days in Australia and travelling the far East
and how he first got involved in wrestling.
Hear the conelusion of his talk he mentioned
the upcoming '76 season and mentioned how he
would like to get more involved with drum
corps promotion in the future. I hope we see
more of him around the scene next year.

Next on the agenda was thanking the
Guest Speaker, which was my big debut! After
nervously stumbling through the "thanks" and
presentation to Lord Athel, I went back to my
table and sat dowm on a bun that had myster-
iously found ite way to my chair. Then, Mr.
Watt introduced the President of our spons=
oring Club, Mr. Glanna,who reviewed a few
activities about the Club, invited those over
21, who were not playing members of the corps

37

now, to consider being members. Many members
of the Club now are, or were, marchinpg members
of the Corps. He then presented the Corps
Membership rings, and at this point the rank-
and-file members of the corps, seemed to come
alive. This year corps rings were presented

to the Drum Major, Mike Williams, and Dave
Barrett, Wayne Dillon, Marty McVeigh, Cheryl
Miller, Paul McCusker, Ray Skyvington, Chtis
White and Randal Wyse.

Immediately after this presentation, our
Fearless Leader, Doug MacKenzie spoke to his
corps about last season and how successful Lt was
and the changes he plans to make {n '76. In conn-
ection with this, three thinpgs he mentioned which
caused quite a discussion among the members Wwere,
he expected more exposure to the big American
corps in '76, we were going to beat the Blue Band
more often, and new uniforms were high on the
adjenda for "76.

Next, and much to the delight of the "over
215", Cord Robinson brought back the famous '21
steins'.These were presented to Bernadette and
Barry (Ace-Civil-War-Boot-Card-Player) Woods ,
Calvin Johansson and Mighty McCusker,

Now it was the Corps Members turn to make a
presentation, and soloist George Naselle pushed
his spagettl and meat balls aside for a moment ,
and on behalf of the rest of the corps presented Mr.
Mrs Score with an engraved silver serviee tray
for their hard work on the Booster table over
the years,

WNext the CDCA President, John Robins, was to
be introduced to make a few remarks , with Cord
Robinson reminding the corps how much they "loved"
che CDCA. Mr. Robins wasn't there but the CDCA



Alan Gillies receilves
“The Most Improved Bugler

Of The Year" Award from the
1974 winner, Dave MacKinnon.

Eileen MacKinnon receives the
"Guard Of The Year" trophy from
Laura King.

Secretary-Treasurer was, and Mr. Al Tlerney, a
former President of our Optimist Club, made a very
good "off-the-cuff" speech comgratulating the
corps on thelr fine 1975 season just completed

and he locked forward to seeing the corps place

in the "top 12' ac DCI's in '76.

Mr. Rex Martin, the President of our Booster
Club next took a moment to present to Mr.MacKenzie
on behalf of the Club, a cheque for 51,500 they
raised over the past few monkthsthrough the rummage
sale, dance etc.and reminded the corps how proud
the Booster Club was of the corps performances
over the '75 season. Mr. Martin also presented the
Rockie Pins to the 36 or more Rookles this vyear,
again courtesy of Mr. Robinson. To save time, this
was done a little later in the program when the
1975 Membership certificates were handed out.

Now a bit of humour was in line when in honour
of the GCC 15th Anniversary this year, the first

GCC "Awards of Merit" were presented to some of the
more active 1975 staff, Ray Bassett, Dave MacKinnon
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Vern Johansson and Paul McCusker and the staff,
in turn presented to certaln corps members some

special awards...to"Bruce Thomas" of the snare
line, "The Steal-Your-Uniform=Two-Minutes-Before
DCI-Prelims" Award Certificate...to Debbie Miller
the "I-Don't Bitch-At-all"Award...to Bugle Ins-
tructor Pete Byrne, "The-Unce-In-A-Lifetime-Drum
Major" Award for his outstanding appearance in
Brantford this past year and last, but not least,
to the Corps Director, Mr.MacKenzie for ""THIS-IS-
MY=-LAST-YEAR'Y" Award Certificate,

One of the unexpected highlights of the
evening was "The GCC Most Dedicated Corpsman
Award" as presented by Dave MacKinnen to
Frank Unbehmun of the soprano section, who
joined che Crusaders midsummer. The surprise
was that Frank turned up In person to accept
the award....

Now, on to the serious highlights of the
evening...the presentations of the corps



Dave MacKinnon is
cogratulated by Drum Major
Mike Arsenmault as the

197% "Corpsman Of The Year."

trophies of the Year...The Rookie of the
Year was presented by last vear's winner,
Josephine Petek to snare drurmmer Shaun Watt.
Shaun was a former member of the famous
Burlington Teen Tour Band where he moved
backwards from a band to the Optimists snare
line.

‘Guard Captain Laura King next presented
the top Guard Award to a first year corps
member , Eileen MacKinnon (ne relation to
Dave of Hamllton) and as a good observant
reporter 1 predict that the next award she
will win will be"The Penthouse Pet Of The
Year" Award.

The Derek Branton "Most Improved Bugler
Award" went to soprano Alan Gillies. As this
Award is traditionally chosen by the bugle
instructor, Alan was as surprised as every-
one else was, when his name was announced
by last year's winner, Dave MacKinnon.

Finally, the Corpsman-of-the-Year Award,
went to Dave MacKinnon of the mellophone
section. This didn't come as a great surprise
because I expect most of the corps voted
for Dave,

To raise the flrst of thousands of dollars
for new uniforms, Gord Robinson announced
a 5100,00 hamper of perfume and junk (from
Elizabeth Arden) to be drawn that evening
from $1.N0 tickets as sold by members of the
girl's puard. This proved very successful
and by the end of the evening well over $100.
was raised. Berradette Schiebel of the puard
won this prize. Knowing Bernadette she does-
n't need Elizaber Arden so I undersatand she
may be passing it on to boyfriend Barry Woods
who will be reselling it te pay off his

Philadelphia gambling debts.

After a 15 minute intermission the corps film
of "Nationals '75" was screened again and proved
to be as popular as ever.

The rest of the evening was pretty decent with
many corps members feeling mo pain and the rest of

them out to lunch. They danced the early ending
night away at this year's Banquet. Fer the author
this was a great evening considering this was my
very first Optimist Banquet and the only complaint
that I penerally heard from the corps members was
that the evening ended too early...what a letdown.
«+.But good showbusiness dietates " leave em hanging
for more..." If this is any indication of the ecorps
of '76 we'll be flighing through next year with
hardly any problems at alll!!
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What about next year?

The Executive and members of the corps got part of their answer late in
September on a Sunday morning when most of the corps wmembers and a good
number of guests interested in jolning the Optimists arrived at the Rameses
Shrine building on the Lakeshore. Some of the Optimist 1976 programme was
outlined to those present, the Executive and Instruction staff for 1976
was introduced and they then met with their sections of the corps. Before
everyone went upstairs for refreshments the 1975 sound and colour film of
the corps at Natlonals '75 was screened, much to the delight of most of the
members present who, up to now, didn't realize a film of the corps was
made that memorable night.

May we take this opportunity to welcome the new members of the corps
who first turned up at this meeting and the many others whe have jolned
since. May 1976 be even better than 1975. We know you'll help make it so.
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